
WITHIEL PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Attendance has been good at the twelve meetings with over 80% attendance by 
the councillors. 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan has at last moved forward to its final 
stage and a majority vote at the recent referendum now means that the plan will 
be adopted by Withiel Parish!  This plan was started under the leadership of the 
late Sue Kirkby, our former chair. She would be thrilled to know that finally the 
plan will become part of the constitution. This has been a huge task for David 
Cubitt and we sincerely hope that the plan will be useful for years to come. It is a 
fantastic achievement for a small rural parish and the parish council would like 
to thank everyone for their input, but the lion’s share of thanks should go to 
David without whom the plan would not have happened.

After a false start involving a film company and a television programme that 
never happened, the 19th century signpost in Withiel has been restored to its 
former glory – or perhaps even greater glory – and made an appearance in the 
local newspaper last week. 

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England will publish the final 
recommendations in October 2018 relating to the reduction of county 
councillors in Cornwall from 123 to 87. This means some changes to the pattern 
of boundaries represented by individual councillors.

The condition of the roads and surface flooding remains an issue that we are 
unable to improve and all our highways are in desperate need of repair or 
resurfacing. I understand, having attended a presentation by Rachel Tatlow from 
Cormac, that the roads are regularly inspected in line with their status as 
highways and on the basis of the inspection repairs are made as necessary. I have
also established that Withiel Hill is scheduled for resurfacing in this coming 
financial year – probably towards the end of the year. Members of the public are 
advised to contact the council via their website should there be any issues not 
resolved.

We now have a smart  new cabinet in the bus shelter and Withiel Parish leaflets 
are about to arrive! These leaflets are funded from the ‘Devolution Fund’ 
intended for small tourist related projects and the rural parishes around Bodmin 
have each contributed local information, photos and a bit of history to the 
production of leaflets. Six parish leaflets will be contained within a cardboard 
folder held at all tourist centres locally and we will have some for our new 
cabinet.

The subject of broadband has remained on our agenda every month throughout 
the year and some postcodes in Withiel are now enjoying a decent broadband 
service, making the poor connection even more frustrating for those who have 
not been offered an upgrade yet. We will keep this subject on the agenda in the 
coming year.



The footpath network has been looked after again by Sam Chapman, who has 
done a good job and we have not had any complaints. We have invited tenders 
for the contract for the next three years.

The council has submitted consultee comments on 7 planning applications and 
submitted comments to Cornwall Planning Department in line with the draft 
NDP. Now that the local Neighbourhood Development Plan has been adopted, we
will have our own guidelines to follow which will be respected by the planning 
department .

The St. Breock wind farm community fund is now in its third year of operation 
and applications have been received and allocations made by the Withiel panel. 
15 applications this year totalled £16,400.00 for a pot of £8127.00. 4 were fully 
supported and 5 were partially supported. The rest were declined.

A new website for the parish is under construction and will soon be launched.

I would like to offer Robin Turner, the clerk, our thanks for his diligence, 
patience and professionalism. The parish council, has benefitted from his 
expertise enormously, as have all the Withiel parishioners indirectly. I would 
also like to thank Pat Malone for his monthly reports to the News and Views. We 
are very fortunate to have such a high standard of workmanship from both these 
people.

That wraps up my annual report. I know I have mentioned the clerk, Pat Malone 
and David Cubitt, but I would like to say that all the members of the Parish 
Council have worked hard to look after Withiel’s interests at every opportunity. 

Janet Shearer

Chair – Withiel Parish Council


