
WITHIEL PAISH COUNCIL REPORT 2019

A whole year has passed and we have, as a team, enjoyed a peaceful and efficient 
year with 68% attendance at meetings by councillors – slightly less attendance 
than the previous year. 

The Withiel Neighbourhood Development Plan has been a source of great pride 
as other rural parishes have endeavoured to create their own and have staggered
almost at the outset. We are so lucky to have had David Cubitt to put ours 
together and it was officially adopted on June 4th 2018. It has proved helpful 
when making consultee comments relating to planning applications in the parish.
We paid £688.40 from the Groundworks grant for everyone in the parish to have 
a printed copy of the plan delivered to them. The remaining grant was returned.

Some of the roads have improved – noteably Whitehay Hill has been resurfaced 
all the way to the junction at Bosneives and also the hill above Withiel and on to 
the crossroads. We have now made a successful application for funding from the 
Highways Improvement Scheme for the enlargement of the passing place at the 
lower end of Whitehay Hill where there is currently an unusable passing place. 
We hope that the work will soon be carried out.

The footpath network, - supervised by Anna Hoyle - has been looked after again 
by Sam Chapman who has done a good job and we have not had any complaints. 
As 2026 looms into the near future, we must endeavour to make sure that all the 
footpaths are correctly marked as that will be the year when the new ‘definitive 
map’ will be finalised. We will be asking all parishioners to check the route of 
their local paths to make sure that they are marked correctly.

The council has supported seven of the eight planning applications made during 
the year and, as I said earlier, this was made easier after the NDP became our 
legal standpoint.

Withiel will shortly have a new website and we look forward to the launch.

We have looked after our assets. Repairs were carried out to the roof of the bus 
shelter which now houses a new cabinet made especially to hold informative 
leaflets about the area.  The production of the leaflets was made possible by the 
Local Devolution Fund, which intends to promote tourism in the area. The village
phone box was sold for over £800. We plan to discuss at the next meeting how 
this money might be usefully spent.

Robin Turner, our clerk continues to offer excellent support to the parish council 
in every way and we thank him for his diligence and professionalism which we, 
as the parish council, have benefitted from enormously, as have all the Withiel 
parishioners indirectly. I would also like to thank Pat Malone for his monthly 
reports to the News and Views. We are very fortunate to have such a high 
standard of workmanship from both these people.

That wraps up my annual report. I know I have mentioned the clerk, Pat Malone 
and David Cubitt, but I would like to say that all the members of the Parish 
Council have worked hard to look after Withiel’s interests at every opportunity 
and we hope that in the coming year things will run as smoothly. 



Janet Shearer, Chair Withiel Parish Council


