WITHIEL
BREAKING NEWS
NEWS & VIEWS IS NOW ON-LINE
(thanks to Cally Malone)

SEPTIC TANKS
Emptied at your Convenience

Access is via the website Withiel.com
Bringing us closer to our neighbours at St.Wenn , Nanstallon,
St Breock who will also have access to read our local newsletter.
Its just a pity that at present none of our usual activities are
taking place so content is drastically reduced.
We will continue to print copies for those of you who require
them. For the immediate future and until Coronavirus allows
delivery we will continue to leave copies for collection at the Bus
Shelter, Ruthern Valley Holiday Park, and the Real Food Garden.

Mike Barker 01726 821382 / 01726 822468
07754 961357 / 07740 398388
Carnegga Farm. St. Dennis

NEWS AND VIEWS

Registered with the Environmental Agency
Rather unfortunately I’ve been diagnosed with a phobia of 1970s trousers.
Generally its under control but it flares up occasionally

August 2020

The Parish Church of St Clement, Withiel
The United Benefice of St Wenn and Withiel
Priest in Charge: Rev’d Elke Deeley
Tremella, 44 Duporth Bay, St Austell,
PL26 6AQ
PCC Lay Vice-Chairman: Mrs Emma Hutchinson
Treguistic Farm House, Withiel, BODMIN,
PL30 5NW
Church Wardens
Mrs E A Jarrett, The Mowhay, Withiel,
PL30 5NN
Mr S J Coy, Dipper Bridge, Ruthernbridge,
PL30 5LU
Secretary
Mr S J Coy, Dipper Bridge, Ruthernbridge,
PL30 5LU
Treasurer
Mr A J Liddicoat, Memory Lane, Withiel,
PL30 5NN

01726 63083
01208 813424
01208 832872
01208 831906
01208 831906
01208 831224

August 2020
The Church currently remains shut both for worship and private prayer.
While the rules have changed so that worship is permitted under strict conditions,
Elke and the Churchwardens have decided that we do not have the resources to
implement these conditions. There will be a PCC Meeting at 2pm in the Church
Room on Tuesday 2nd September to consider the way forward.
The Withiel Village Website (WWW.withiel.com) is up and running again. Not
only can you read "News and Views" on it, but there is also a Church Page which in
normal times will tell you all you need to know about Church Services and events.
There is a Village Diary and a Village Hall page as well. Have a look!
Simon Coy

Flowers
No flowers until further notice
Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, to:
Ted Pentland
News and Views
The Mill House Coddles
Withiel Bodmin
PL30 5NW Tel.01208831186 E.mail; miniashe7@gmail.com

STRIDING OUT
Withiel Parish Council has gone through the
statutory process for filling the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Councillor NottBower, who has moved away from the area
and can no longer fulfil his duties. Nobody
had asked to be elected within the allotted
time, so it is now open to the Parish Council to
co-opt someone to replace the departed councillor. We would obviously prefer to co-opt a
volunteer, and at the July meeting it was suggested by Councillor Harper that we really
ought to get some younger blood onto the
council – a thought that was wholeheartedly
supported by all.
So if you would like to take up the responsibilities of Parish Councillor in Withiel, have a
word with the Chairman, Councillor Janet
Shearer, or the Clerk, Julie Burdon – or indeed
any of the other councillors. The council meets once a month, currently via Skype but
more usually in the Village Hall. We will also be advertising the vacancy through other
channels.
The Chairman, Councillor Shearer, told the July meeting that acting as a member of the
public, she had met with a Western Power representative, David Gilbert, on Tuesday
June 30th to try to prevent a repeat of the butchery of trees at Ruthernbridge complained
of by Councillor Harper at the last meeting. These trees had been slashed about by Western Power’s contractors, Glendale, who undertook power line protection work in June –
something, Councillor Shearer said, that would have been illegal for members of the
public because of laws protecting nesting birds. With Glendale undertaking further work
to cut trees back from power lines, including in some parts of Withiel – the Ruthernbridge damage is in Lanivet Parish – her viewpoint that this work should be done outside
the nesting season received a sympathetic hearing, and Mr Gilbert promised to revisit the
schedule in future. In the meantime, however, Glendale went ahead with their work regardless.
The council received notification that two planning applications in Withiel had been approved by Cornwall Council – one of which, for the change of use of a holiday cottage to
a permanent dwelling, the Parish Council had opposed on the grounds that a private water supply, already under great pressure, was being asked to shoulder a doubling of the
water supply to the house in question – holiday cottages normally being occupied for less
than half the year. The Parish Council asked that it be recorded that its considered opinion, based on sound reasoning, had once again been brushed aside by the County Council’s Planning Department.

Marsland Mouth marks the border between Devon and Cornwall and the dramatic zigzag rock formations and steep sided valleys where the order of the day again.
I was glad to get to Morwenstow where I walked inland slightly to the church which
has a very interesting graveyard with the graves of shipwrecked sailors and a ships figurehead which is painted white and appears to be almost ghostlike amongst the gravestones. The church and the vicarage were where the Reverend Robert Hawker spent
over 40 years in charge as vicar of the parish. He recovered bodies of drowned sailors
from the shoreline beneath the almost inaccessible cliffs, the victims of numerous shipwrecks on this unforgiving coast.
Back on the path I came across Hawkers Hut a curious shelter made from driftwood
where Hawker watched for ships while writing poetry and supposedly smoking opium.
I thought this was the most interesting corner of our county and have been back there to
walk and discover more on sever al occasions.
Leaping from one century to another the next highlight was the satellite tracking station
with its huge white dishes which can be seen , when looking back, for a very long way
down the coast of Cornwall.
Bude and Widemouth Bay are relatively level which comes as a welcome respite after
all the strenuous miles but it didn’t last long as when I got to Chipman Strand, above
Crackington Haven, I was reduced to crawling on all fours up the steep path which I felt
ran just a bit too close to the cliff edge!
Before reaching Boscastle I got into conversation with a man who was walking the entire coast of Britain and wild camping using no indoor accommodation only his tent.
I was quite in awe of his mission until he told me that every now and then he returned
home to London to get a good nights sleep, a bath and so his wife could do his washing!! In my eyes he was nearly cheating.
Boscastle Farm Shop served a fantastic cream tea, a real treat and very welcome. After
rejoining the path the sound of seals barking in the cove below was really loud and
close inspection with a small pair of binoculars showed three seals and the largest one
seemed to be caught in an old piece of fishing net, the others calling out in distress. I
managed to ring Jim, my ex partner, who happened to be in the harbour office in
Padstow. I told him of the problem and the Harbour Master rang the Marine Rescue
Group who went out in a boat and cut the creature free. Discarded or lost fishing gear is
a big problem to all marine life with many lives being lost each year.
The next surprise I had along the North Cornwall coast was Newquay. For years I always thought that there wasn't much about the place- how wrong I was.
Newquay has some fantastic beaches, beautiful sands and a very good reputation among
surfers. I wholeheartedly apologise to Newquay for all the negative things I have said
about it.

The meeting also dealt with some year-end financial housekeeping – the monthly and
annual accounts and the internal audit report were approved after Councillor Coy requested a full set of the year’s figures and cautioned that all financial decisions should
be made with the year-end reserve target in mind. The Clerk was asked to establish what
figure the Parish Council should hold in reserve to cover next year’s elections.
The auditor had pointed out that our internet banking protocols called for only one signature on transactions, that of the Clerk, Julie Burdon. Councillor Coy suggested that
this was adequate as the statements were reviewed every month, and a Risk Assessment,
which is required if this situation is to be allowed to continue is to be written.
The date of next meeting is Wednesday August 5th. It may well be by Skype, we don’t
yet know – but the public can participate by arranging a Skype connection with the
Clerk. Email withielparishclerk@withiel.info

Further down the coast at Porthtowan I walked down the hill and onto the beach and
looking across I could see the path running up the cliff and onto the top so that’s where I
headed. I scrambled up the rough track which was fairly steep and on reaching the top I
ducked under a barrier which had a sign that read DO NOT USE THIS
PATH.UNSTABLE CLIFF What an idiot I was, I only hoped that nobody had watched
this foolish woman make her way up and I didn't look back to see.
The next section was very unsettling as I walked past the old Nancekuke airfield. I actually waked a short way alongside the security fence and turned, back afraid to go on.
I got a grip on things and walked on hardly daring to look at the derelict buildings or at
the seemingly black water in a small dam right next to the path. It was all eerily quiet and
by the time I had gone past my heart was pounding.
Nancekuke was used by the MOD in the 1950s and 60sin the production of the nerve gas
Sarin. It was, and still is, shrouded in secrecy and will always be one of the least favourite part of a wonderful walk.
Erica

WITHIEL VILLAGE HALL RE-OPENING POST COVID-19
Following discussions with both the Chairman and Caretaker of the Withiel Village
Hall, it has been decided to review the opening of the hall in August, with a view to
reopening in September.
As you are probably aware, the situation is still very fluid and guidance has been changing on a weekly basis. These will be reviewed in detail and a plan implemented that will
allow the Withiel village hall to open in a way that is compliant with the current guidance and ensures the safety of all users and staff.
If you have any comments or concerns, please contact either myself or Tony Liddicoat, our
Chairman.
I thank you for your patience in these difficult times.
Kind regards

Dave Hoskin dresses up to bring a bit of cheer to the local children (and adults)
If you remember, Dave was one of the torch bearers for the 2012 Olympics

Someone keeps sending me flowers with the heads cut off………. I think I’m
being stalked

Stephen Horrocks
Secretary - Withiel Playing Fields Association
Tel: 01208 832813
Here is a regularly updated link to Cornwall Council’s latest information about the
situation to keep people in the loop: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-socialcare/public-health-cornwall/information-about-coronavirus-covid-19/

Due to the current situation the details of the advertisers in the magazine may have changed,
please check with them. Thank you.

Dates for Your Diary

Sat, 14th November – Autumn Quiz Night
Fri, 11th December – Withiel Christmas Party

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
INSPECTION & TESTING

Withiel Women's Institute First Friday of the month 7.15pm-10.00pm
Withiel Short Mat Bowls Club meet every Wednesday 2.00pm-5.00pm
and Thursday 7.00pm-10.00pm
Last Friday of the month Craft Evenings Withiel village hall

01208 815091 / 07846 425549
Email: egpiper@aol.com

Yoga Mondays Withiel village hall
Withiel Parish Council. Wednesday July 1st, starting at 7:15 pm.
St Wenn Gardening Club St Wenn Hall on the first Monday of the Month at 7.30 pm.

Cornwall Short Mat Bowls Association
All Bowling Suspended

Hello friends and neighbours.
My name is ‘Orca’ and am a new resident
in the Parish. I am an Akita boy of 10
months and I now live with Rob Wilson up
at Bosnieves. My breed have a bad reputation but I’m a lovable chap and very
friendly. I love meeting passers by, and if a
car stops it’s great to peer in through
the window in search of new friends or
treats. It’s a great adventure living in
Withiel with so many strange new dogs to
meet. Giant dogs with udders, woolly white
dogs with fur coats and even tiny little
dogs with bushy tails that escape up trees! It’s all so new to me I do get a little excited
so please forgive the odd bark. Fortunately Rob is very easily trained and I keep him
on my long lead at all times just in case other people or animals don’t want to play. I
hope to meet you all in time, so please stop and say hello if you see me and that silly
human out and about.
I must also thank everyone for supporting me and my former home at the National
Animal Welfare Trust The kind folk at Ruthern Valley have been selling Rob’s plants
for the Trust, and I’m happy to say we’ve raised over £100 so far. The Trust have
written to us to express their thanks and the letter is at the Holiday Camp. All your
efforts are well received. The kennels down at Hayle are first class, as is the wonderful staff. They rescued me before the lockdown and worked hard with Rob, by
digital contact to complete the adoption through difficult times. Any financial support
is desperately needed, and well deserved as they treated myself, and all the other animals so well. You can find more about the kennels by Googling National Animal
Welfare Trust, Hayle, Cornwall.
I am training Rob very well now and I know I’m so lucky to live in this lovely part of
the world. A dogs life alright !!! Best wishes

New purpose built Feline Advisory Bureau designed Cattery,
set in a rural location.
This small boutique Cattery has an emphasis on cat care.
Call Kathryn
On: 01726 891542 or 07751 209301
at
Homer Park, Withiel
www. henryscattery.co.uk

Criggan Garden Maintenance

Plumbing & Heating

Landscaping Decking Patios
Driveways Dry Stone Walling

Fast and friendly local service
Emergency call outs or planned
work

Tree Work Rotavating Grass Cutting
Strimming Garden Clearance
Pressure Washing
Mini Digger Hire + Driver

New bathrooms, showers, kitchens
Hot water cylinders, radiators
Dripping taps or overflow pipes

21 Years Experience
Fair Rates
Honest Work
Free Estimates

Call Andy Minniss on;
01208 832790 or 07920 463728
5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet

Call Trevar on: 01726 891686
Mob. 07812097992

Orca Wilson (and Rob)

A man approached the Pearly Gates and was asked by St. Peter whether he had done
anything wrong. “I was a rugby union referee” said the man “and I was refereeing
an international match between Wales and England at the Principality Stadium in
Cardiff and I wrongly awarded a try to England when one of their players had committed an infringement” “ that doesn't seem too bad” said St. Peter “if that’s all you
have done wrong. When did this happen?” “About 30 seconds ago” said the man

The Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private Garden
www.thelinhaysttudy.com

FOR SALE
Casio Keyboard £60 ono
Double drainer stainless steel sink £30
Tel: 01208 831464

If anyone wants a list of all the famous Bugs Bunny quotes I can send it to you as a
What App doc

YOGA
No yoga for the time being

Belated 97th birthday wishes to Mrs. Gwen Millett

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
How is it for you? When you first heard about it in Feb/Mar did you realise how it was going
to affect you ? My little life was jogging along very nicely, thank you, our daughter had come
to stay for a couple of weeks holiday in early March when the talk of Covid 19 was getting
stronger. As it turned out she got caught in the Lockdown and was unable to return home,
fortunately she works from home but at the time none of us thought she would be with us 14
weeks later.
So far none of our family have been touched directly by Covid 19 but it has affected us
deeply. My oldest sister died and we were unable to attend her funeral to say goodbye leaving
a hole in my heart and I had spent months planning a big party to celebrate 60 years of marriage which had to be cancelled at short notice particularly upsetting as it was the first time in
those sixty years that Ted had agreed to a party.
But this is trivia compared with the suffering of many who lost close family and friends and the
bravery of those who have carried on working under extreme conditions while we were tucked
up in Withiel with food and wine being delivered.
We are told that things are returning to normal but who’s idea of normal? Not mine.
So will I live long enough to see my idea of normal life return, at the moment I feel like some
one has hit the pause button.
Jenny
The Withiel Village Hall AGM scheduled for 7:30pm on Monday 20th April will be deferred
until further notice due to Coronavirus.
Many thanks for your understanding.

Stephen Horrocks
Secretary Withiel Playing Fields Association
Tel: 01208 832613
email: stephenhorrocks574@gmail.com
New social distancing rules have been announced for tourists visiting the Egyptian pyramids.
Only two can come in.

More from Mrs. Beeton

