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                                                     September 2020 

 

The Church currently remains shut both for worship and private prayer. 

 

While the rules have changed so that worship is permitted under strict conditions,  

Elke and the Churchwardens have decided that we do not have the resources to 

implement these conditions. There will be a PCC Meeting at 2pm in the Church 

Room on Tuesday 2nd September to consider the way forward. 

 

The Withiel Village Website (www.withiel.com) is up and running again.        

Not only can you read “News and Views” on it, but there is also a Church Page 

which in normal times will tell you all you need to know about Church Services 

and events. There is a Village Diary and a Village Hall page as well. Have a look! 

 

Simon Coy 
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NEWS AND VIEWS NEWS AND VIEWS NEWS AND VIEWS    



SEPTIC TANKS 

 

Emptied at your Convenience 

 

Mike Barker 01726 821382 / 01726 822468 

               07754 961357 / 07740 398388 

 

Carnegga Farm. St. Dennis 

 

Registered with the Environmental Agency 
Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, to: 

 

Ted Pentland    

News and Views    

The Mill House  Coddles  

Withiel  Bodmin      

PL30 5NW      Tel.01208831186    E.mail;  miniashe7@gmail.com 



As your Cornwall Council, I have been in close contact in recent weeks with 
Janet Shearer and Pat Malone with regard to both disturbing and suspicious 
actions by strangers and their vehicles in the parish of Withiel. 

 

On receipt of their concerns and working with them, I have both spoken and 
written to the Police on these matters. As the Chairman of the Devon &  
Cornwall Police Crime Committee, I have direct contact with all senior    
Police Officers, including the Police Crime Commissioner. 

 

In my opinion the Police 101 reporting system is not at all helpful to mem-
bers of the public seeking a fairly quick reply or reassurance for any concerns they may have, but 
can I state now, that if you feel threatened in anyway by the presence of unwanted callers or    
suspicious characters on or near your property, do not hesitate to call '999'. Should anyone on  
the phone criticise you for dialling '999' feel free to tell them that your Cornwall Councillor Chris 
Batters  advised that you should. 

 

AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT if  you are unsure of ringing '999', then feel free to ring me  
direct on 07714-323897 NO MATTER WHAT TIME OF DAY OR NIGHT IT MIGHT BE.  If you   
are able to jot down any vehicle numbers, take photographs on your phone or get a descriptions 
of the suspects, (without putting yourself in danger) then such additional information would be 
valuable. 

 

A Neighbourhood Watch scheme for the Parish is being looked into, but this might take a while to 
get set up and running, so in the mean time feel free to come to me with any concerns. Many 
thanks & stay safe. 

 

Chris Batters - Cornwall Councicllor. 
email: chris.batters@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk 
Tel: 01208-269991 

Due to the current situation the details of the advertisers in the magazine may have changed, 

please check with them. Thank you. 

Withiel Parish Council 

 
You may recall that at the February meeting of Withiel Parish Council we gave an update on 

the saga of the second passing place on Whitehay Hill, which had then been in the planning 

stages for 18 months. It was proposed that the enlarged passing place be moved from the 

east side of the road to the west, to avoid some BT cables and reduce the amount of earth to 

be excavated. The Parish Council, however, wary of the delay that would be entailed by  

taking the issue back to the drawing board, voted to continue pursuing this vital project 

along the path we’d been travelling for a year and a half. 

 

Well, at the August meeting of the Parish Council the proposal to move the passing place 

from the east side to the west side was renewed, this time on the additional grounds that the 

County Council’s contractors Cormac were not prepared to buttress a passing place on the 

east side with a stone wall. There was a risk that we’d end up with a breeze-block monstros-

ity alongside the road, which would be unfortunate. In truth, the Parish Council didn’t care 

which side of the road the passing place was on as long as two cars could pass on the hill, 

and was simply concerned to avoid undue delay. So as the second anniversary of this essen-

tial enterprise came and went, we voted unanimously to agree to have the passing place in-

stalled on the west side of the hill, and hope we all live to see it in place. 

 

We’re also pursuing the replacement of the gate on the footpath between Tregawne and 

Lawellan, which was installed when the footbridge over the Ruthern, destroyed by floods, 

was replaced five years ago. It has not lasted – the gate’s fall was reported last winter, but 

County Councillor Chris Batters, who attended the August Parish Council meeting by 

Skype, said that Covid-19 has delayed everything, with most Cormac employees on fur-

lough. The Chairman, Councillor Shearer, said she had been approached by a member of the 

public who said the footbridge would be safer with a handrail on the Lawellan side, and this 

too is to be taken up with Cormac. 

 

The Parish Council welcomed new councillor Amelia Lake, co-opted in July following the 

resignation of Guy Nott-Bower, who has moved away. Councillor Lake, who co-owns the 

Real Food Garden at Retire, is an environmentalist who can be relied on to assess the merits 

of the increasing number of green initiatives that are being presented to councils like 

Withiel. Councillor Lake also aims to support those facing the challenge of making a living 

in the parish, and to help ensure younger people have a bright future here. 

The meeting discussed a warning from Devon & Cornwall Police of an increased number   

of thefts from sheds and outbuildings in the Cornish countryside, and Councillor Malone 

described the difficulties of exciting a police response to a recent attempted, but failed, theft 

from a farm in the Parish. Councillor Batters asked for full details so the matter can be    

pursued. 

 

The meeting dealt with a certain amount of housekeeping, including internal audit compli-

ance, confirmation of election reserve figures, and pursuit of grants as yet unpaid, such as 

the footpath maintenance payment, which seems to have been delayed by Covid-19 issues. 

The next Council meeting is on Wednesday September 2nd, starting at 7:15pm. Members 

of the public may listen in on Skype meetings – contact the clerk if you’d like to be 

“present”. 



Here is a regularly updated link to Cornwall Council’s latest information about the 

situation to keep people in the loop: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-

care/public-health-cornwall/information-about-coronavirus-covid-19/ 

STRIDING OUT 

 

It is always important, I find, to pack everything that is required for a days walking the 

night before as it is aii too easy to forget something as I found out  on the day I was 

starting from Godrevy. I was approaching Carland Cross roundabaout when I suddenly 

realised I had left my boots at home. Nothing to be done but turn around and go back 

to get them. Since the walk to St. Ives was described as easy in the guide books I took 

a pair of quite expensive walking shoes  that I had. The only wlking I had done in them 

was to go shopping and some short walks locally so it was annoying to realise after a 

few  miles my toes were starting to feel sore. After a few more miles my heels were 

also feeling a bit sore.At least walking around Hayle and Lelant it was level but ap-

proaching Carbis Bay it became steep in places  and I really knew I had a problem. I 

caught the bus back to Connor Downs and eased my shoes off but had great difficulty 

getting them back on again when it came time to get off the bus. Then I had to walk a 

mile and a half back to my car - agony! I didn’t walk for a couple of weeks after that 

and the shoes ended up in a charity shop. 

The coastline down to St. Just is a most beautiful and very interesting stretch with so 

much history dating back to when Neolithic people settled and enclosed small fields 

which are still the same today. There was a large colony of seals on the Carracks, a 

small island with several rocks clustered around it. I could hear them a long time be-

fore and after passing and some say that they gave rise to the story of the Mermaid of 

Zennor. Further down the coast at Pendeen Watch I was thrilled to see my first 

chough- two of them actually feeding in the cliff top grass. After years of no choughs 

in England they are now starting to make a comeback in West Cornwall. They were 

one of the highlights of the Coast Path walk. I also saw them further along the coast at 

Botallack and the Crowns Mine, a really iconic view of Cornwall. 

The Crowns Mine Engine houses are perched on a ledge just above the Atlantic and the 

shafts ran out under the sea for nearly a mile. The engine houses must be one of the 

most photographed buildings in the county.  

Just beyond Botallack I managed to get side tracked and ended at the bottom of the 

cliff, I had got onto a path used by fishermen to get down to the sea- all very nice but I 

had to get all the way back up to regain the coast path. 

Kenidjack, Cape Cornwall, the Brisons and along to Sennen Cove. I had Lily the black 

Labrador with me that day and on reaching Sennan I felt an ice cream was much 

needed and being of a generous nature I bought two cones, one for me and one for 

Lily. In the blink of an eye her cone had disappeared, I’m sure she never even tasted it.  

We walkerd on to Lands End from where you can see Longships Lighthouse and, on a 

clear day, the Isles of Scilly. 

 

Erica 

WARNING – For the attention of all residentsThere have been several sightings of suspicious 

strangers appearing without invitation at properties in the area. Please don’t hesitate to contact the 

police via 101 (or 999 in an emergency).  If you are concerned  or have problems with the 101 

number, contact Cllr Chris Batters – chris.batters@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk  (01208 269991) – to 

report what you have seen. Feel free to contact him at any time. He will contact the police on your 

behalf if necessary. Until we are able to set up a new Neighbourhood Watch scheme, which we 

plan to do very soon, Cllr Batters will collect reports for us. 

Janet Shearer 

  AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 1PM  AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 1PM  AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 1PM---10PM10PM10PM   

   NEW  

 TIMES 

FYI we are not a crisis service. If you feel in crisis please contact 

Childline 0800 1111,Samaritans 116123,Valued Lives0120901438 

Or visit TheMix at www.themix.org.uk 
 



   
DOMESTICDOMESTICDOMESTIC   

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL   
INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL   

INSPECTION & TESTINGINSPECTION & TESTINGINSPECTION & TESTING   
   
   

      01208 815091 / 07846 425549      01208 815091 / 07846 425549      01208 815091 / 07846 425549   
   
          Email: egpiper@aol.com          Email: egpiper@aol.com          Email: egpiper@aol.com   

 

Just spent £300 hiring a limo and discovered it doesn't include a driver. 

All that money and nothing to chauffeur it. 

Trials & Tribulations of Dog Grooming Most people probably think dog grooming is 

easy, just dunk them in the bath, run the clippers over them, job done! Well, if only it 

was a simple as that I could groom twice as many dogs a day. The fact is that grooming 

a dog takes a lot of skill, care and patience. Not all dogs like being groomed. Many will 

happily come in and stand still while you go through the whole grooming process, oth-

ers won’t like their feet touched. Some are so nervous and frightened that they resort to 

aggression. You have to be able to adapt yourself to suit the temperament of the dog and 

have a varied skill set to deal with the unexpected, but still complete the task in hand. If 

I start from the beginning, you would be forgiven for not realising the amount a dog 

groomer has to learn in order to gains one’s qualification: learning to handle dogs, 

breeds, coat types, breed standard styles, dealing with aggressive dogs, recognising 

common diseases (I add here that we do not diagnose any health issue, this is strictly for 

your Veterinarian), health and safety, crosscontamination, parasites, risk assessments, 

salon cleanliness, health checks, the process of grooming to 'The Five Freedoms’ (we’ll 

touch on this in another article), the list goes on. Once you have gained your knowledge, 

the considerations for each client that comes into your salon are: the type of coat, the 

condition of the coat, the dogs temperament, the owner’s style requirements, density of 

undercoat to be removed and the regularity of the groom (all of which can affect the 

time the groom takes), the skills required and therefore the cost of the groom. Taking all 

the above into account you may start to understand that dog grooming is not as easy as it 

sounds. Many a day I have spent chasing a tinker around the bath or the grooming table 

trying to get the little devil bathed and styled or avoiding a set of teeth that really are 

stating that they do not want their nails trimmed today thank you very much! But, the 

most rewarding aspect is gaining trust from the dog, especially the ones who are really 

not keen on the whole grooming idea and would rather be at home curled up on the sofa. 

The ones that are the greatest challenge to groom normally just need a little understand-

ing as to why it is that they don’t like what you are doing. Maybe they have pain when 

you lift a leg or have had a bad experience elsewhere or just simply need acclimatising 

to the grooming experience. You just have to alter the way in which you groom that par-

ticular dog or work around the specific issue that dog has in order to complete the 

groom. My Fur friends that are willing to come in and give me such a lovely greeting 

have learnt to trust me and this is where I want all my doggy clients to be, wanting to 

come into the studio and be pampered for a few hours and going home feeling a million 

dollars. I’m constantly updating my skill set and knowledge through webinars, reading 

relevant magazines and books, watching demonstrations and hopefully in the near future 

I can get out to attend shows, competitions and seminars to further my expertise. That’s 

all for now. Next month’s issue will cover puppy grooming.  

Sherry Austin  

Teacher: I'm calling you today because your son is exhibiting bad behaviour in school. 

Mum: he exhibits bad behaviour at home too but do I ever call you? 



BBQ RULES:                                                                                                         
We are entering the BBQ season. Therefore it is important to refresh your memory on the 
etiquette of this sublime outdoor cooking activity . When a man volunteers to do the BBQ 
the following chain of events are put into motion: 
 
(1) The woman buys the food. 
 
(2) The woman makes the salad, prepares the vegetables, and makes dessert. 
 
(3) The woman prepares the meat for cooking, places it on a tray along with the necessary 
cooking utensils and sauces, and takes it to the man who is lounging beside the grill - beer 
in hand. 
 
(4) The woman remains outside the compulsory three meter exclusion zone where the 
exuberance of testosterone and other manly bonding activities can take place without the 
interference of the woman. 
 
Here comes the important part: 
(5) THE MAN PLACES THE MEAT ON THE GRILL. 
 
(6) The woman goes inside to organise the plates and cutlery. 
 
(7) The woman comes out to tell the man that the meat is looking great. He thanks her and 
asks if she will bring another beer while he flips the meat 
 
Important again: 
(8) THE MAN TAKES THE MEAT OFF THE GRILL AND HANDS IT TO THE WOMAN. 
 
(9) The woman prepares the plates, salad, bread, utensils, napkins, sauces, and brings 
them to the table. 
 
(10) After eating, the woman clears the table and does the dishes 
 
And most important of all: 
(11) Everyone PRAISES the MAN and THANKS HIM for his cooking efforts. 
 
(12) The man asks the woman how she enjoyed ' her night off ', and, upon seeing her an-
noyed reaction, concludes that there's just no pleasing some women.                                                                                                                

  
Stephen Horrocks 

Yoga 

 

Due to family commitments I have decided not to carry on with yoga classes in the  

village hall.  I started teaching in and around Withiel during 1979.  We had classes in 

Whitehay, Withiel House, Church Rooms and Ruthern Chapel Sunday school 

room.  Some of you have been with me from the beginning!  I am sorry I have to finish 

but there is now an opening for a new class and a new tutor.    

Judy Lobb  

 

   

Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating 
 

 

Fast and friendly local serviceFast and friendly local serviceFast and friendly local service   

Emergency call outs or planned Emergency call outs or planned Emergency call outs or planned 
workworkwork   

   
New bathrooms, showers, kitchensNew bathrooms, showers, kitchensNew bathrooms, showers, kitchens   

Hot water cylinders, radiatorsHot water cylinders, radiatorsHot water cylinders, radiators   
Dripping taps or overflow pipesDripping taps or overflow pipesDripping taps or overflow pipes   

   

Call Andy Minniss on;Call Andy Minniss on;Call Andy Minniss on;   
   

01208 832790 or 07920 46372801208 832790 or 07920 46372801208 832790 or 07920 463728   

   

5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet   

                                                                                                                                                                     

 New purpose built Feline Advisory Bureau designed Cattery, 
set in a  rural location.                                            

This small boutique Cattery has an emphasis on cat care. 
Call Kathryn 

               On: 01726 891542 or 07751 209301                         
          at                                                             

           Homer Park, Withiel 

                      www. henryscattery.co.uk 

   Criggan Garden Maintenance 
 
         Landscaping Decking Patios 

 

         Driveways Dry Stone Walling 

 

    Tree Work Rotavating Grass Cutting 

 

           Strimming Garden Clearance 
 

               Pressure Washing 

 

            Mini Digger Hire + Driver 

 

                21 Years Experience 

 

                        Fair Rates    

  
                     Honest Work                                
  

                     Free Estimates 

 
Call Trevar on:  01726 891686       
                     Mob. 07812097992  

 

                                                                              The Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private GardenThe Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private GardenThe Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private Garden   

   

                                                www.thelinhaysttudy.com                                                www.thelinhaysttudy.com                                                www.thelinhaysttudy.com   

                                                                                                                



CRIME IN WITHIEL 

 

Devon & Cornwall Police are warning of an increased number of thefts from farms, sheds and 

outbuildings in the area, and Withiel has had recent experience of just that problem. Last 

month a man approached a number of isolated houses in the parish asking whether they had 

raw milk for sale. When he was told they had not, he asked whether they wanted any 

“batteries for solar panels”. When this was declined he drove away, but one person was wor-

ried enough to follow him in a car. He caught up with the man at a nearby farmhouse – which 

the witness knew to be unoccupied that day – where the man was putting some children’s car 

seats from the porch into his vehicle. The witness asked whether they were his property; the 

man said they were not, put them back in the porch and drove off. The witness, who had no 

phone, felt unable to tackle him. 

The witness went home and tried to contact police on their non-emergency number 101, but 

gave up after holding for half an hour. Looking for an alternative phone number on the police 

website, he found an area where crime could be reported online and filled in the requested 

details, including a description of the man and the make, model and registration of his car. 

On the following day the witness had a call from the police to tell him only the owner of the 

farmhouse could record the crime, as the victim of the burglary. The witness contacted the 

owner, who was away, and gave him all the details as he had set them out on the website. The 

owner filled in the same form and submitted the same details, but by this time the trail was 

two days cold. Nonetheless, the police traced and arrested the man. 

Our County Councillor Chris Batters asked the police to have a look at what had happened 

and give their reaction. He received a reply from Chief Superintendent Ian Drummond-Smith, 

who made a number of observations. Even though we are often told that 999 should be kept 

for serious emergencies, and making unwarranted calls could prevent a real emergency being 

dealt with, he thought this incident warranted a 999 call. The criteria for making such a call 

are: 

• when it’s an emergency                     

  

• if a crime is in progress 

 

• if someone suspected of a crime is nearby 

 

• when there is danger to life 

 

• when violence is being used or threatened. 

 

In this instance the suspected criminal was nearby, so a 999 call was defensible. As to the de-

lay in answering the 101 call, this is a common complaint, and has been exacerbated by an 

increase in demand on the police due to Covid-19. The police understandably prioritise 999 

calls, of which they receive around one thousand a day at their call centre, along with one 

thousand 101 calls. Sometimes they are inundated, such as when there is a significant road 

accident and up to 50 calls are made almost simultaneously by witnesses. 

Chris Batters is also available at any time if you need advice on matters like this. A former     

policeman, he is Chairman of the Devon & Cornwall Police Crime Panel and has instant ac-

cess to the most senior figures in the police service. His number is 07714 323879 – worth 

keeping it handy.                                                                                           

(continued) 

A second crime was attempted early in August when a resident of Churchtown found his van 

had been broken into overnight and the ignition barrel removed. It’s thought the thieves were 

disturbed in the act of trying to steal the vehicle. These incidents certainly underline the need for 

Withiel to revitalise its Neighbourhood Watch scheme, which has been inactive for some time. It 

would have been useful to spread the news immediately through the local network. If anyone 

feels able to take on the job of Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator, please contact the Chairman 

of the Parish Council, Janet Shearer. 

*Residents are asked to be on the lookout for a white Transit van, partial registration possibly 

YT13, containing three men seen acting suspiciously at St Kew and St Mabyn, where they of-

fered to do gardening work for payment. Police believe this is an overcharging scam, and are 

warning people not to accept offers of garden or maintenance work from strangers. 

 

Pat Malone 



Warning to the man who stole my trainers and my hi viz jacket. You can run 

but you can't hide....... 

                                  FOR SALE 

Casio Keyboard £60 ono  

Double drainer stainless steel sink £30 

Tel: 01208 831464 

A Summer like no other.A Summer like no other.A Summer like no other.A Summer like no other. 

I automatically associate a pandemic, with the wearing of facemasks. Having 

received some disposal ones to use, my friend, Fiona, Royal Mailed me a mask 

she hand-crafted from some blue floral cotton fabric found tucked away in a 

cupboard. It matched my summer dress and new nail varnish and I was abso-

lutely thrilled. I needed more. It has been a long time since schooldays when I 

learned to thread a school sewing machine or used the machine at home. So why 

was it, I ask myself, that I looked upon the sewing machine Fiona kindly lent 

me, as the elephant in the room? Funny, isn’t it, how small things loom large in 

life and you go to bed worrying. However, following my friend’s patient per-

sonal master classes she ran for me and with the help of an online tutorial, we 

eventually produced seven fabric face masks. I can’t tell you the huge sense of 

achievement, I felt. We had ourselves covered! 

I likened my predicament - fear of the unknown - to a driver, I encountered in a 

grid-locked Daymer Lane. The lady, at the wheel of a big car, admitted she was-

n’t used to driving it. Flashback to the sewing machine, which it felt like I had 

been driving! Hence, her reversing skills were a little lacking. In some circles 

that would have been met with a “shouldn’t have left home then” retort. I sug-

gested to the young driver in the silver car to pull down the off-shoot lane we 

were coming up from and the big car could follow him down, thus giving way to 

the steadily accumulating amount of beach traffic. By us moving back and mak-

ing room for both cars to join us down our lane, we had freed up about 20 vehi-

cles to flow through. Job done. How I love to unravel a traffic jam. Let’s face it, 

if we can have a good run up Whitehay Hill and don’t have to reverse in Deep 

Lane, when heading into town, then we have all achieved something for the day. 

The memory of being stuck on the M25 on a Saturday morning, with no oppor-

tunity of a comfort break will remain with me forever. Hence, I have some sym-

pathy with confused motorists and nervous home-crafters. Happy summertime 

motoring/sewing. 

 

Nicola Wills 

There is currently no admission fee to the local aquarium, if you are   

either camping or dressed as a dolphin. 

So, to all in tents and porpoises, its free. 


