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For the Diary 

 

 
 

Sunday 
6th December 2020 

11.15 

am 
Morning Prayer on Sunday 
CW Page 62 taken by Withiel Churchwardens 

Sunday 
13th December 2020 

11.15 

am 
Communion Order One 
CW Page 167 taken by Rev'd Jan Salter 

Sunday 
20th December 2020 

11.15 

am 
Morning Prayer on Sunday 
taken by Julie Barnecutt 

Thursday 
24th December 2020 

4 pm Christingle. Candlelit Childrens Service taken 

by Simon Coy 

Thursday 
24th December 2020 

7 pm Candlelit Carol Service.  Bring a candle. 

Limited Seating.  Apply for more details to 

withielchurch@gmail.com 
Taken by Withiel Churchwardens 

Friday 
25th December 2020 

9.30 

am 
Christmas Family Communion taken by 

Revd Hilary Spong 

Sunday 
3rd January 2021 

11.15 

am 
Morning Prayer on Sunday 
CW Page 62 taken by Withiel Churchwardens 

Sunday 
6th December 2020 

11.15 

am 
PCC meeting in the Church after the Service. 

The meeting will discuss top down reorganisa-

tion, and all are welcome to attend. 

Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, Please send articles, by the 20th of the month at the latest, to: 

 

Ted Pentland    

News and Views    

The Mill House  Coddles  

Withiel  Bodmin      

PL30 5NW      Tel.01208831186    E.mail;  miniashe7@gmail.com 



I keep switching the wrappers on my wife's chocolate bars just to annoy her -  

And now she keeps getting her snickers in a twix 

From the Rectory 

The United Benefice of Withiel and St Wenn 

Christmas 2020 

 

These are strange times, and I write this after it has been confirmed that the lock-

down will be lifted on December 2
nd

, but before any subsequent arrangements have 

been announced for Cornwall.  It has been “leaked” to the press that services will 

be allowed, and so you will see that we have a planned normal pattern of worship 

in the church starting on December 6
th

.  We will observe social distancing which will 

reduce the numbers that can be safely seated in Church, we will wear masks, and 

we assume that we cannot sing.  The Candlelit Carol Service will continue with the 

normal pattern of Carols and Lessons, but unless things change we will play the car-

ols through the sound system.  Please bring a candle, and the means of lighting it!  

The first 75 to apply to withielchurch@gmail.com will be allotted seats which 

should be taken up by 6.45.  After that seats will be given to those without reserva-

tions until we are full.  We are very grateful to the Revd Hilary Spong for agreeing to 

take our Family Christmas Communion on Christmas Morning at 9.30 am. 

 

Meanwhile, top down reorganisation is in the air!  Without notice or consultation 

we have been told by the Archdeacon of Cornwall that the United Benefice is to be 

disbanded, and we will be moved, as part of a general reorganisation to save 

priests, from the Pydar Deanery to the Trigg Minor Deanery to join a “Cluster”.  

Trigg Minor were not told about this either! As a result we may lose the PCC and 

Churchwardens.  This will be briefed to the PCC at a meeting to be held after the 

11.15 service on Sunday 6
th

 December.  All are welcome to attend (without vote), 

and papers will be circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

Finally, the Church now has its own email address:  withielchurch@gmail.com to 

which all Church questions should be addressed.  Meanwhile, keep safe! 

 

 

Front cover; Merv Davey played the Cornish pipes at the Armistice Day  service at the 

Withiel War Memorial with the assistance of Tony Liddicoat , 



STRIDING OUT 

 
Leaving St. Michaels Mount behind it was fairly easy walking around  Mounts Bay 

and along to Prussia Cove and Bessy’s Cove where there are what looks like tramlines 

out in the rock on the small beach. I have been unable to find out exactly what they 

were, possibly to make it easier for the donkey carts hauling sand or seaweed without 

upsetting the load? Or my other theory, to guide the donkey carts in the dark with bar-

rels of French brandy that were smuggled in. In the late 1700s a famous smuggler 

called John Carter, nick named the King of Prussia ran the smuggling operation in this 

area and its where the area gets its name.  

There is also a very old capstan for pulling fishing boats up the steep incline away 

from the sea  and a charming  thatched cottage - everything  looking as it would hun-

dreds of years ago, but these scenes command a very high price for holiday lettings - a 

far cry from the industries of old. 

Next came Praa Sands a  large expanse of lovely sandy beach and Rinsey Head where 

a large house sits dangerously close to the edge of the cliff . I wouldn’t want to be 

there on a stormy night!  

At Trewavas Head two mine chimneys are perched right in the cliff. Now beautifully 

restored they make a very interesting photograph but thinking about their original pur-

pose what a place to have to go to work in the days before health and safety and espe-

cially if you didn't have a very good head for heights. 

Porthleven I found very interesting and it is now becoming a foodie venue attracting 

top chefs to some really good restaurants. Walking around the harbour on my way out 

of the village I passed the Institute which has become familiar to so many when huge 

Atlantic waves break over the top of the building, it is very different when walking by 

on a calm sunny morning. 

When I walked this stretch in 2018 the coast path was closed due to a landslip so the 

path was diverted inland to Penrose and down alongside Loe Pool. The rain that had 

caused the landslip had made the diversion route extremely muddy and very slippery 

and though I managed to stay on my feet I ended up with mud up my trousers to my 

knees and saturated walking boots but walking along the shingle at Loe Bar  got rid of 

the mud and I was back on the path again. 

Church Cove between Gunwalloe and Mullion is a real gem, a tiny church tucked in 

the leeward side of a small headland and curiously the church’s bell tower is separate 

from the church, dug into the surrounding cliff side. Dollar Cove next to Church Cove 

got its name from the wrecking of a Portuguese treasure ship in the 16th century. 

Close by is Poldhu and its association with Marconi the on to Mullion and Kynance 

Cove famous for the turquoise sea but I have to say on the occasions that I have been 

there it is always grey and cloudy so I have never seen it other than drab.  

Fianally I got to Lizard Point, I seem to have written such a lot for a relatively short 

distance (24.5 miles) but there are so many interesting places in Cornwall and I hate to 

miss any out. 

 

Erica 

Together with NHS Kernow and Volunteer Cornwall, we're continuing to 

support to clinically extremely vulnerable residents during the lockdown. 
Get in touch with us if you need help with food shopping or prescriptions, or if 

you're feeling anxious. 

The government has advised everyone who has a health condition that makes 

them clinically extremely vulnerable to the effects of COVID-

19 and who may have shielded at home during the earlier restrictions across 

England, to stay home once again as much as they can with the exception of go-

ing outdoors to exercise or attend health appointments.  

 



   
DOMESTICDOMESTICDOMESTIC   

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL   
INDUSTRIALINDUSTRIALINDUSTRIAL   

INSPECTION & TESTINGINSPECTION & TESTINGINSPECTION & TESTING   
   
   

      01208 815091 / 07846 425549      01208 815091 / 07846 425549      01208 815091 / 07846 425549   
   
          Email: egpiper@aol.com          Email: egpiper@aol.com          Email: egpiper@aol.com   

 

Accordion to a recent survey most people don’t realise when a word in a sentence is replaced 

by a musical instrument. 

This has been an unprecedented year of turmoil for many 

of us. 

It’s hard to imagine that this time last year we were only 

just hearing about a strange new virus in Wuhan that 

seemed very remote and nothing at all to do with us!  

Who could have foreseen that within twelve months the 

world economy would be turned upside down and that 

hundreds of thousands of people worldwide would have 

succumbed to the dreaded Covid 19, often dying tragically 

alone and forced apart from loved ones? Who could have 

imagined that we would no longer be able to spend time 

with our friends nor colleagues at work? 

In the south west we are fortunate to have such a strong local community and to be surrounded 

by space and fresh air!  It has been heartening to hear wonderful stories of folk going the extra 

mile to care for strangers or neighbours who found themselves cut off and alone.. 

Christmas will not be the same this year, but caring neighbours, relatives and friends will still be 

there in spirit - even if only at the end of a phone line or on a screen! We must all remember 

those who might need to hear a familiar voice at Christmas and who will take comfort from 

knowing that someone has thought to make contact. 

 

There is some exciting news to look forward to!  

 

Withiel Parish Council is supporting a new group called the Withiel Climate Change and Envi-

ronment Group. We aim to encourage biodiversity locally, to enjoy our open spaces more, pro-

tect the environment we love, improve our wildflower displays to encourage bees and insects, 

plant more trees, make more ponds and grow more of our own food. We will be delighted to see 

new faces - of any age - with an interest in our new mission. 

Please get in touch with a member of the parish council who is initiating this group if you would 

like to et involved - Cllr Amelia Lake ( amelia@realfoodgarden.co.uk phone 0772585763), Cllr 

Janet Shearer (shearer.janet@gmail.com or  07881 930884) or Cllr Anna Hoyle 

(annahoyle18@gmail.com phone 01208831267). It’s something positive to get our teeth stuck 

into in 2021! 

In the meantime, the Withiel Parish Council wishes you all a merry Christmas and a more settled 

New Year! 

Janet Shearer 

Chair, Withiel Parish Council. 

Get well soon Vera Retallick, looking forward to seeing you at Withiel 

SMBC where you can continue giving Michael Liddicoat lessons on how 

the game should be played. 

 

Ted 

If you are reading this online at withiel.com and would like a paper copy, don't forget you 

can always pick one up at the Withiel bus shelter, the Real Food Garden and at the Ruthern 

Valley shop. 



Cat Grooming!  

You’d be forgiven in thinking that cats groom themselves….don’t they? Well they are profes-

sional groomers in their own right, spending many a hour using their rough tongues cleaning 

meticulously, so why do they need grooming you may ask? There are many reasons why they 

need our assistance with maintaining their coats. Many long coated breeds such as Persians & 

Maine Coons shed excessively and as much as they groom themselves their coats can still get 

matted as the dead coat gets entangled. These matts can cause a lot of discomfort as it pulls on 

their skin, can harbour parasites and cause skin irritations. Removing these matts if they are 

past combing out can be a risky business for both cat and groomer as, not only are cats not par-

ticularly tolerant l, their skin is very thin and can be damaged or even cut during matt removal. 

Using professional groomers with cat specific tools and equipment is by far the safest method. 

Many breeds of domestic cat are man made so, perhaps this is why they need more assistance 

in the grooming department, maybe some cats get fed up with hairballs or are just simply lazy! 

The elderly cat is certainly a feline that needs our assistance with coat maintenance. As they 

get older and stiffer, they struggle to maintain their coat or are even unable to reach certain 

areas. As with puppies, kittens need introducing to grooming from a young age so that they get 

used to the process and will actually enjoy grooming and time with their slave (owner). Once 

they have become accustomed to the grooming process, it will be easier to maintain their coat 

and, should they need professional grooming, this won’t be a total shock for them especially in 

their senior years. If you are able to commit to regular grooming of your cat or kitten, this can 

be daily or weekly, depending on the breed & coat type, then introduction to a professional 

groomer from a young age is vital. So, why groom a cat? Well, this helps to remove dust, dead 

hair and skin, prevents matting and can improve circulation. By regular grooming you will 

form a bond with your feline friend as well as providing an opportunity to monitor their health 

for issues such as wounds, matted coats, sore skin, parasites, nail length, eye and ear abnor-

malities, lumps and bumps. Short haired cats, particularly breeds with dense undercoats like 

the British shorthair, also benefit from regular grooming to help reduce shedding coat, hairballs 

& matting. Indoor cats tend to require frequent claw trimming and removal of the excess hair 

between their pads to help reduce the spread of the cat litter, but also to reduce impaction and 

increase traction. Cat specific tools should only be used as their thin skin can easily damage. 

Products like conditioning sprays should also be cat specific (non-toxic), as they lick their 

coats. Grooming a cat is not usually an easy process. They are quite often a challenge and pro-

test, putting up a fight to anything and everything. Cat scratches can cause a lot of damage to 

the groomers skin as well as infection, but the bite from a cat is far more serious. They carry a 

bacteria called Pasteurella Multocida which can cause severe infection and side effects if not 

treated immediately, in many cases with antibiotics. Cats are not the most tolerant or amenable 

of species and are quite happy to tell you what they don’t like or when they’ve had enough. It 

takes two to safely groom a cat, the ‘handler’ and the groomer, starting with trimming their 

weapons (claws), cleaning ears and eyes for debris and mucous, removal of matts, thorough 

comb through of the coat to remove dead hair knots and tangles as well as a hygiene trim. Cats 

can be partially or fully (Lion trim) clipped due to matting, some groomers offer bathing and 

styles to suit the owner’s wishes. Ultimately, we want to avoid matted coats as this is not pleas-

urable for your Kitty or the groomers to deal with, so regular grooming at home or by a profes-

sional groomer will help to prevent this. Last in the series next month…….Grooming aggres-

sive dogs. By Sherry Austin  

 

   

Plumbing & HeatingPlumbing & HeatingPlumbing & Heating 
 

 

Fast and friendly local serviceFast and friendly local serviceFast and friendly local service   

Emergency call outs or planned Emergency call outs or planned Emergency call outs or planned 
workworkwork   

   
New bathrooms, showers, kitchensNew bathrooms, showers, kitchensNew bathrooms, showers, kitchens   

Hot water cylinders, radiatorsHot water cylinders, radiatorsHot water cylinders, radiators   
Dripping taps or overflow pipesDripping taps or overflow pipesDripping taps or overflow pipes   

   

Call Andy Minniss on;Call Andy Minniss on;Call Andy Minniss on;   
   

01208 832790 or 07920 46372801208 832790 or 07920 46372801208 832790 or 07920 463728   

   

5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet5 Honeys Hill, Lanivet   

                                                                                                                                                                     

 New purpose built Feline Advisory Bureau designed Cattery, 
set in a  rural location.                                            

This small boutique Cattery has an emphasis on cat care. 
Call Kathryn 

               On: 01726 891542 or 07751 209301                         
          at                                                             

           Homer Park, Withiel 

                      www. henryscattery.co.uk 

   Criggan Garden Maintenance 
 
         Landscaping Decking Patios 

 

         Driveways Dry Stone Walling 

 

    Tree Work Rotavating Grass Cutting 

 

           Strimming Garden Clearance 
 

               Pressure Washing 

 

            Mini Digger Hire + Driver 

 

                21 Years Experience 

 

                        Fair Rates    

  
                     Honest Work                                
  

                     Free Estimates 

 
Call Trevar on:  01726 891686       
                     Mob. 07812097992  

 

                                                                              The Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private GardenThe Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private GardenThe Linhay : North Cornwall : Sleeps Two : Private Garden   

   

                                                www.thelinhaysttudy.com                                                www.thelinhaysttudy.com                                                www.thelinhaysttudy.com   



CDA NOMINATIONS FOR 

RUTHER VALLEY PLAYERS ‘PINOCCHIO' 

 

Each year the Cornwall Drama Association will visit pantomimes, 

plays and musicals all over Cornwall to grade their performances 

(if requested and upon payment of a fee). In the autumn, the win-

ners are announced at a grand gala event hosted by CDA.  

 

In our third year, with much trepidation, we decided to enter the competition and were very 

gratified to receive two nominations for Aladdin. Unfortunately, the next year because of the 

snow (remember all that?) the adjudicators could not get to our production of Babes in Hustyn 

Wood. 

 

This year Ruthern Valley Players are thrilled to have received a SPECIAL AWARD for our 

‘Spectacular Whale’, and three (3!) nominations for further awards including Best Pantomime! 

 

Theatre Festival 2020 – Nominations                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

  

CHRIS HANSELL AWARD FOR BEST PANTOMIME 

 • ‘Pinocchio’ Ruthern Valley Players                                                   

  

CDA AWARD FOR BEST ACTRESS IN A MUSICAL 

 • Emma Peck as Pinocchio in ‘Pinocchio’ Ruthern Valley Players 

 

DORIS BERRYMAN TROPHY FOR BEST DIRECTOR OF A MUSICAL 

 • Gail Wilson. ’Pinocchio’ Ruthern Valley Players                                                                                                                                                                                 

  

It is terrific to have some amazing local talent recognised, and also gratifying to see the whole 

I had a rejection letter from the Origami Society, I didn’t know what to make of it….. 

WITHIEL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

 

Withiel Parish Council met remotely on 4th November, with six councillors and County 

Councillor Chris Batters present; Councillor Malone sent apologies for absence. 

 

Proposal to convert from parish council to parish meeting 

 

Following a suggestion by Cllr Malone that Withiel might be adequately served by a Par-

ish Meeting (a simpler form of organisation than a Parish Council, with fewer powers but 

potentially cheaper to fund as parish residents would have less Council Tax to pay) 

Cornwall Association of Local Councils has been consulted and has advised that for 

Withiel Parish it would not be possible to do this under Cornwall Council regulations. 

Cllr Batters argued that anyway it would be a massive backward step. He has another 

Parish which only meets every six months and has experienced many problems with 

planning matters and parish administration. He strongly recommended that Withiel needs 

a parish council. After further discussion it was resolved unanimously by the councillors 

in attendance not to pursue the proposal to convert to a Parish Meeting as it was not 

within our remit. 

 

Planning Results 

 

The Council has been notified that two planning applications which were supported by 

Withiel have been approved by the County Planning Department: 

(1) Mrs. Kate Cherry – Use of holiday cottage as permanent residence, Stable Cottage, 

Tregawne, Withiel. 

(2) Miss Tara Hegarty – Change of use from A5 takeaway to D2 fitness studio and one-

to-one private personal training, Unit 1 Silken Ladder, Victoria Square, Victoria, Roche. 

 

Finance and Budget 

 

The Council approved the monthly accounts payable as £220.80 for clerk’s salary and 

expenses, £50.20 for HMRC income tax, and £27.00 for wreaths for RBL Poppy Appeal. 

 

The Council had a long discussion about setting the budget precept for the next year. The 

Council has not raised the precept for several years and tries to be as frugal as possible. 

Some councillors argued that it would be appropriate to raise the precept by a small per-

centage next year, especially if there is a contested election next May which would in-

volve the Council in considerable expense. Other councillors argued that the Council is 

in a good financial position with adequate reserves and it was not necessary to raise the 

precept. After much discussion it was agreed that councillors should look through the 

figures to review rhe budget requirements and agree the budget and precept at the next 

(December) meeting. 

 

Bodmin Community Network 

 

The chair Cllr Shearer reported on the latest meeting of the Bodmin Community Net-

work. The police reported that crime in the area has remained at pretty much the same 

level as last year. There was a presentation about new cycle trails, which is a big project 

and will open up considerably more cycling routes in the area to residents and visitors.  

                                                                                                             (continued over) 



An invitation to join Withiel Climate Change and Envi-

ronment Group  

 

You are invited to join an action focused group established 

by Withiel Parish Council to take positive actions to com-

bat climate change and improve our environment. Council-

lors Anna Hoyle, Janet Shearer and Amelia Lake have es-

tablished the open group with the objective to ‘Support and 

promote actions which aim to reverse and mitigate the ef-

fects of climate change and biodiversity loss in Withiel.’  

The group will aim to gain funding to allow those objec-

tives to be achieved and wishes to both initiate projects in Withiel as well as support those 

which fit the aims. Climate change will impact everyone in Withiel and Withiel has the abil-

ity to influence how we respond. Likewise whilst Withiel is beautiful place to live there is 

lots of opportunity to improve the environment for people and wildlife 

 

Anyone, of any age or background is encouraged to be involved in Withiel Climate Change 

and Environment Group as these are issues which affect us all. The community is invited to 

throw in their ideas, enthusiasm and get stuck in. It is likely that the group will kick off with 

simple projects like gifting trees to residents who can plant them or helping with the crea-

tion of wildflower areas. But the full effect of what the group might be able to achieve will 

be down to how everyone engages with it. So if you’re looking for the chance to make a 

difference we want to hear from you 

 

When possible a meeting will be held to explore the possibilities of the group, share ideas, 

seeds, cake and laughter. Until then please listen out to hear what we’ve been up to and let 

us know how you’d like to be involved. Those interested are encouraged to contact Anna, 

Janet or Amelia in person (at a safe distance of course) or via email Amelia 

on amelia@realfoodgarden.co.uk or phone 07725857637. 

 

(continued) 

There was a suggestion that Launceston community network are going to put together an 

emergency plan, and other parishes should be encouraged to follow suit. Withiel did dis-

cuss preparing a plan some years ago but never went ahead with it. The clerk undertook 

to circulate a copy of the Roche Emergency Plan to councillors. 

Climate Action 

 

Cllr Lake reported on her meeting with Cllrs Shearer and Hoyle to form the Withiel Cli-

mate Change and Environment Group. The agreed objective is “to support and promote 

actions which aim to reverse and mitigate the effects of climate change and biodiversity 

loss in Withiel.” The next actions are to launch the group within the local community 

and invite interested individuals to engage. It is intended to seek funding which will al-

low us to achieve our objective and support actions which do so. We will attempt to util-

ise the skills and interests of the local community to achieve the objectives and act as a 

support and facilitation body. 

 

The next meeting of the Council will be on Wednesday 2nd December at 7.00 pm, either 

rin the Village Hall or online depending on the circumstances. All are welcome. 

 

Here is a regularly updated link to Cornwall Council’s latest information about the situation to 

keep people in the loop: https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/public-health-

cornwall/information-about-coronavirus-covid-19/ 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Mrs. Margaret Warren on reaching 

her ninetieth birthday. 

In the year that Margaret was born Sir Frank Whittle invented the 

jet engine, the Women's League of Health and Beauty was formed, 

Amy Johnson was the first woman to fly solo to Australia and 

Mickey Mouse made his first appearance. 

We would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas.We would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas.We would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas.We would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas.    

    

Jenny & TedJenny & TedJenny & TedJenny & Ted    


