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From ghoulies and ghosties…………. 
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Dates for your Diary 
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November 2022 

Sunday 
30th October 2022 

10 
am 

Fifth Sunday Joint Benefice Service at With-
iel:Healing Ministry taken by Alan Coode 

Sunday 
6th November 2022 

11.15 
am 

Morning Prayer from the Book of Common 
Prayer CW Page 62 taken by Revd Hilary 
Spong. 

Sunday 
13th November 2022 

10.50 
am 

Remembrance Sunday Service at the War 
Memorial (Bus Shelter) taken by Simon Coy 

Sunday 
20th November 2022 

11.15 
am 

Morning Prayer from the Book of Common 
Prayer CW Page 62 taken by Revd Hilary 
Spong. 

Sunday 
27th November 2022 

11.15 
am 

Communion Order One 
CW Page 167 taken by The Revd Canon Jane 
Kneebone. 

Monday 
28th November 2022 

7 pm The launch and celebration of Ministry at St 
Michael’s, Newquay taken by +Phillip. 

Sunday 
4th December 2022 

11.15 
am 

Cornish Carol Service taken by The Revd 
Canon Jane Kneebone. 

Sunday 
13th November 2022 

10.50 
am 

Remembrance Sunday Service at the War 
Memorial (Bus Shelter) taken by Simon Coy 

Monday 
28th November 2022 

7 pm The Launch Service of Towqn Blystra with 
whom we will be closely associated.  Bishop 

+Phillip will take the service. Details Trica Ellis 
(tellis3934@aol.com) 



From the Rectory by Rev’d Chris McQuillen-Wright   
(Acting Priest in Charge of the Benefice of St Wenn and Withiel) 
 
I am very aware of the feelings of insecurity regarding the future. I am 
also very aware that those who are more vocal were not able to attend 
the Parish Envisioning Day which took the first steps towards outlining the 
governance structure of how things will work across the six Churches in 
the future.  
On the 28th November I will receive my commissioning from the Bishop 
as the first Vicar of the Benefice of Towan Blystra. Alt some point in the 
future this will also broaden out and I will be made Priest in Charge of the 
Benefice of St Wenn and Withiel. The traditional ways of working cannot 
be maintained and so at interview I proposed a mutually supportive 
structure across all six Churches to ensure that reliance on the Vicar was 
lessened and at the same time being empowered to fulfil the Church of 
England guidelines of being Bolder, Humbler, Simpler, fulfilling the Dioce-
san priorities, the Deanery Vision and the benefices’ raison d’être of “in 
the community, with the community, For the community.” 
This is a lot to get hold of, but the steps between now and Easter have 
been outlined in a governance document which sprang out of our day to-
gether for those who were able to attend.  
 
Between now and then I will be asking some of you to fulfil specific roles, 
by and large what you are doing anyway and working in what I have 
termed Vocational Cell Groups that are working alongside others in the 
same role across all the Churches. Some of you may be reticent, all I 
would ask is that you may expect the role between now and Easter, a role 
that I have spent a considerable amount of time discerning for each of 
you. Some of you may not have a role as yet, and that is because in eve-
ry team we need those on the frontline who roll up there sleeves and get 
on with the task in hand, rather than doing the planning.  
 
This will be a long journey for us all. There will be many changes, some of 
which will be uncomfortable; but in all this the plan is to keep the Church-
es we love open and spreading the message of God’s for all. 
 
Rev’d Chris 
 
Chris in a play at the Lane raising money for Rosey 0n 23, 24, 25 and 30, 
November, 1 and 2nd December; (Rosey is in hospital in Wales with a very 
serious neck injury).  Please buy your tickets and support Rosey’s appeal- 
this is the first time he has tread the boards for 15 years and will be the 
last for some time hence.  
 
Also, please all do some along on 28th November at 7 pm at St Michaels 
Newquay for the the launch and celebration of Ministry, and let Tricia Ellis 
(tellis3934@aol.com) of St Michael’s know you are coming.  
Remembrance Sunday 

 
The Withiel Service will be held at 10.50 on Sunday 13th at the Bus Shelter.  



         WITHIEL SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB 
People of Withiel (and surrounding areas) If you would like to try your 
hand come along, no age limit  no equipment necessary, for a free taster 
session on: 
Wednesday afternoons 2.00—5.00and Thursday evening 7.00– 10.00                        
                                  Withiel village hall                                                                           
               Phone 01208 813611—831224—831186                                                                                                                      

Sunday 7th April 2002 :  “Up at 6.30 a.m. 
Caught the 7.50 service from Brookwood to 
Waterloo.  Joined the queue at Blackfriars 
Bridge – it took an hour to get in the line 
heading towards Westminster. Another hour 
before reaching the London Eye! London at 
its best – brilliant sunshine, blue sky, the 
queue along the River Thames and the Palace 
of Westminster looked resplendent.  Big Ben 
positively shimmered in the bright April sun-
shine.  I was queuing of course to pay my re-
spects to Her Majesty the Queen Mother as 
she lay in State at Westminster Hall.  It took 
6 ½ hrs before  actually filing past the cata-
falque.  On entering the Hall, there was si-
lence and hush and so moving. I prayed that 
the Queen Mother rested in peace and she 
would soon welcome Mrs. ….(a very dear 
friend of a similar age nearing the end of her 
life) to heaven. The coffin looked splendid 
draped in her standard and topped with a 
purple cushion on which lay her crown with 
(seemingly) thousands of diamonds that spar-
kled in the light.    A day of mixed emotions – 

I went out of a sense of curiosity, respect, duty (because folks back home 
thought I would) and I was able to do so on my day off.  The six and half hours 
spent waiting; I didn’t mind a bit as they practically flew by.  I was humbled. I 
would like to take a trip up to Westminster Abbey or Windsor Castle privately at 
a later time.” 

This is my diary entry from 20 years ago and echoes last month’s events on the 
passing of our beloved Queen Elizabeth II.   On returning home to where I was 
working at the time, I described the day to my Employer.  He was astounded and 
told me he could have let me in on his work pass.  I thanked him and replied I 
had to do this my way.   Otherwise I would have no story to tell! 

Nicola Wills 





 
SEPTIC TANKS 
 
Emptied at your Convenience 
 
Mike Barker 01726 821382 / 01726 822468 
 
               07754 961357 / 07740 398388 
 
Carnegga Farm. St. Dennis 
 
Registered with the Environmental Agency 



 
   

 
 

 



 

Lord Nelson was about 5ft 6 ins, his statue is 17ft 4ins. That’s Horatio of about 3:1 



A word about how Cornwall Community Foundation helps com-
munities like Withiel. 
 
As a friend and volunteer of Cornwall Community Foundation 

(CCF), I want to share with you how CCF raise funds from generous people and businesses 
which we distribute as grants to Cornish charities and community groups - groups that often 
slip under the radar of the larger funders. For example, in your own community in Withiel 
and beyond, Cornwall Community Foundation has supported: 
WITHIEL PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION 
Awarded: £1,500.00 When it was: November 2009 
What it was for: Funding for playground equipment at the local Park. (A Patch Pony Rocker and 
the removal of the old rocker from the Park) To ensure the children of the isolated rural Parish will 
have access to the full range of play facilities. 
RUTHERN VALLEY PLAYERS 
Awarded: £2,500.00 When it was for: March 2021 
What it was for: Funding for a transportable stage and lighting, for shows and pantomimes. To 
save time during rehearsals erecting and dismantling the stage, as the old ones are extremely 
heavy and difficult to store. To benefit the entertainment of many and the enjoyment of being part 
of a 70 strong team responsible for the production, with county wide acclaim, (Ruthern Valley 
Players received four nominations in 2020’s Cornwall AmDram Oscars) and the chance to explore 
the viability of taking shows to new venues enabled by having an easily stored and assembled 
stage. 
WITHIEL PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION, VILLAGE HALL 
Awarded: £2,000.00 
When it was for: July 2021 
What was it for: Parent and toddler group set up, to provide rent / funding for a group that looks 
after the social and wellbeing of parents and toddlers in the area and to supply some toys and play 
mats. 
Since we started in 2003 we've awarded more than £13 million to as many as 6,000 commu-
nity projects. However, we need your help because increasing numbers of people in Corn-
wall are suffering hardship and rely on the projects we fund for support. If you become a 
Friend of the Foundation by giving just £5 monthly or £30 annually, you will be changing 
lives on your doorstep. You'll also receive a range of exclusive membership benefits includ-
ing invitations to events and regular newsletter updates. 
For more information on becoming a Friend of CCF, visit our website 
www.cornwallcommunityfoundation.com 
And, if you run a community project, we'd love to hear about your plans for the future. Just 
visit our website and click 'grants'.  
Josephine Ashby 

 



 

Congratulations to Margaret and 
Nick Warren who,  on the 15th 
October, celebrated their Platinum 
Wedding Anniversary  

WITHIEL WALK 
 

 On a breezy and sunny Saturday a ernoon 14 people and 6 dogs turned up for the first walk 
organised by the Social Group. We started off from the village hall car park and went down 

Blackhay lane before picking up the footpath to Whitehay. Not everyone knew all the walkers 
present but by the me we arrived at Whitehay a er helping people and dogs over s les there 

was a lot of cha er and laughter and that atmosphere con nued throughout the a ernoon. 
We walked across fields and along footpaths to Lawellen eventually coming out on the road at 
Withielgoose where the group split up with a few staying on the road and walking back past 
Coddles Mill and then up to Withiel. The rest of the walkers branched off to walk up the steep 
lane to where the Saints Way crosses to Re re where we went over the s le and came back to 
Withiel via the same path. 
 With the modern day technology two of our group tracked the route we had walked on their 
phone app and it was 3.4 miles for the longer op on so nothing too demanding but it was a 
most enjoyable a ernoon.  
 When we arrived back at the village hall we all enjoyed a welcome cup of tea, some cake and 
a chat which rounded off the a ernoon perfectly. Thanks to all who came along and also for 
bringing your well behaved dogs and I hope to see you all again soon for our next walk on Sat-
urday 19th November at 2pm. 
 

Erica 





VOLUNTEER CORNWALL 
 
We are a charity dedicated to building social capital and developing the 
wellbeing of individuals and communities in Cornwall. We do this by work-
ing in collaboration with a wide range of organisations to promote and sup-
port active citizenship and voluntary action covering the emotional, social, 
environmental, and economic needs and opportunities in Cornwall. 
From our Head Office in Truro, and our outreach teams across Cornwall, 
we provide support to all aspects of volunteering across the county. As 
you explore our website, you will see the range of projects and services 
we are involved in. 
 
www.volunteercornwall.org.co.uk explains a little about us. We are always 
especially looking for volunteer drivers in your area. We were wondering if 
there are possibilities to place an advert in your parish magazine (if possi-
ble) or are we able to advertise our services via a small poster in your 
buildings. Any help would be greatly appreciated .Please contact me in the 
first instance or use the links on the website .  

Many thanks  

Chris Price 
Transport Officer 
Telephone: 01872 265300 
Acorn House,Heron Way, Newham,Truro,Cornwall TR1 2XN 



STRIDING OUT 
 
At the beginning of September I was fortunate enough to have a week on the Isles of 
Scilly which was a very welcome holiday and a great opportunity to do some good 
walks. Being based in a comfortable hotel on St Marys not far from the harbour it 
was perfect for catching the ferry to different islands each day. The boats leave at 
about 10am each day for the off islands which allows a full day before returning at 
about 4pm or earlier if needed. Having caught an early flight from Penzance, drop-
ping off bags at the hotel and a brisk walk down to the harbour it was straight onto 
the boat to St Agnes so no me was lost in ge ng started! 
 Despite the boat being full of passengers once the boat docked people soon got off 
and quickly dispersed. The de was out enough to walk across the sand bar to the 
small sister island of Gugh and the first thing to see are two houses built with curi-
ously curved roofs which were designed to deflect the gales when they come roaring 
in from the sea. As with each of the islands there are a large number of ancient buri-
al cists and chambers s ll in tact and Bronze Age se lements that weren’t plundered 
too badly for the stone to make other dwellings. Over the years some of these sites 
have been inves gated and artefacts from the tombs are on display in the museum 
in St Marys and I must say that some of the items are absolutely amazing especially a 
34 ins long sword s ll in it’s scabbard which is over 2000 years old. I had limited me 
in the museum and could easily have spent the whole a ernoon in there. 
 The walking is mostly easy going and it is so temp ng not to walk much at all but 
just to sit on a rock, breathe in the clean air and look at the sea. It is so relaxing. 
 The number of shipwrecks is alarming but looking around it is easy to see how they 
happened with white water everywhere where the sea is breaking over rocks, many 
of which lurk just below the surface. Over the centuries different lighthouses were 
built and then destroyed by the power of the sea but today the Bishop Rock Light-
house stands just under 6 miles from St Marys at the outer edge of treacherous 
rocks and four others and a moored lightship stand between the islands and Lands 
End, it’s no wonder the ancient Cel c saints landed at Padstow and walked across to 
Fowey rather than a empt to navigate their way around in their cabbage leaves or 
on millstones (according to legend) it’s bad enough with modern day technology!    
 As I walked around the different islands I called into the churches and learnt so 
much from plaques and dedica ons within and also from the gravestones in the 
churchyards and each church gave thanks to the lives of the lifeboatmen who went 
to the aid of ships in distress. So many young men and women lost their lives to the 
forces of nature whether by being onboard stricken ships or on a mission to rescue 
them.  
 The majority of people, I would say, go across to visit the sub tropical gardens on 
Tresco but at £18 entrance fee I decided to give it a miss and just walk around the 
edge of the island which took the best part of the day and then I started to explore 
the footpaths that criss cross inland.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 New purpose built Feline Advisory Bureau de-
signed Cattery, set in a  rural location.                                                                             

This small boutique Cattery has an emphasis on cat 
care. 

Call Kathryn 
               On: 01726 891542 or 07751 209301                                                                                 

      at                                                                                                                         
Homer Park, Withiel 

 www. henryscattery.co.uk 

 
 
As I have found on my travels along the SW coast path there are so few people to be 
encountered away from the hubs and cafes and it is very easy to walk for most of the 
day without seeing many at all – perfect. 
 September and October are popular with the birdwatching fraternity and as I write 
this there are over 200 twitchers on Bryher to see a Blackburnian Warbler that was 
blown off course from America. The islands get a number of migra ng birds pass 
through on their way south and then again in the spring when they migrate north. 
When I visited there were sigh ngs of some unusual visitors namely corncrake, wry-
neck, sooty shearwater and even a nigh ngale but on a sadder note there were a lot of 
dead gulls and gannets on the beaches due to the avian flu which has causing havoc in 
the bird colonies. When I called into the office of the Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust they 
were mee ng later that morning to go out and collect dead birds that had been report-
ed, things have since got worse and new bio security measures have come into force 
throughout the country. There is usually a funny side to everything and when I walked 
past the office window to enter the building I glanced in the window and saw the back 
of the head of a woman seated at her desk and also a tall man standing in the room. 
Not wan ng to walk right in I hovered around in the foyer and a er a li le while I 
coughed to alert the woman of my presence, she came out to see if I was alright and I 
said I hadn’t wanted to disturb her at which laughed and took me into her office to in-
troduce me to her visitor who was some famous footballer whose name escapes com-
pletely me. I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw that he was a cardboard cut out!! 
What a fool I felt but he was very convincing!  
 
Erica 

The man at our local patisserie will be retiring next week….. There will be some 
big chouxs to fill when he goes. 



Withiel Parish Council Report, October 2022 
 
Six Parish Councillors attended the meeting with apologies received from Jenny Cruse, our Corn-
wall Councillor. We were joined by six members of the public.  One was keen for an update on the 
ongoing traffic situation within the Parish, with three keen to discuss a planning application, from 
opposing angles. Two other members of the public were present. 
 
The resignation of Anna Hoyle had left a casual vacancy on the Parish Council which needed to 
be filled.  Ed Piper has stepped forward and has been co-opted to join us.  We look forward to 
Councillor Piper being with us in November. 
 
The Parish Council has been contacted by Scott Mann MP, who is urging all Parishes in his area 
to make expressions of interest for the Shared Prosperity Fund.  Councillor Symons has agreed to 
follow this up with Stephen Horrocks, the Secretary of the Withiel Playing Fields Association, who 
has outlined improvement plans for the village hall.  If anyone has any other ideas or projects that 
might be suitable, please feel free to speak with Councillor Symons. 
 
The first item on the agenda was an update on highway issues.  We were pleased to be able to 
report that Cornwall Council have now formally adopted the passing place they constructed on 
Pulsicky Hill last year.  This means that they are now responsible for any repairs to this ar-
ea.  Next up was a report on a recent meeting with Cormac to discuss the signage and usage of 
the roads in the Parish.  Since the reports of damage to structures in the Parish they have been 
conducting a review of how best to reduce problems on the roads.  This led to two representatives 
coming out and driving round the Parish to assess the issues.  They concurred that whilst signage 
was in place it may not be as informative as it needs to be which could lead to lorries taking a 
chance on getting through.  They are going to go away with a clear view of what is currently in 
place and talk to colleagues about how signage could be improved to reduce issues.  One of the 
members of the public was not impressed with this, stating that it has dragged on for so long now 
and that action needed to be made.  Whilst we all agreed that things need to change it was under-
stood that we will have to work with the County Council to ensure that all signage is both legal and 
appropriate.   
 
Next up was a report of signs being destroyed on footpaths around the Parish.  One landowner in 
particular has had a number of footpath signs offering directions, as well as others asking users to 
shut gates behind them, being destroyed.  Whilst nobody knows who has been doing it is a 
shame that such action is taking place.  It is hoped that the newly erected signs will not be dam-
aged but only time will tell. 
 
There were six matters arising on the planning front this month.  Firstly, the reporting that four 
applications (PA22/06644, PA22/0644, PA22/06634 & PA22/06643) for the construction for roofs 
to cover existing silage pits, supported by the Parish Council, have been approved by the County 
Council.  Next was an application (PA22/08310) for the erection of agricultural buildings and a 
new access to the highway, but as this had only just been received before the meeting, meaning 
no Councillors were able to view the application subjectively prior to the meeting, an extension 
was requested meaning this application will be considered at our November meeting.   
 



to: 
 
Ted Pentland    
News and Views    
The Mill House  Coddles  
Withiel  Bodmin      

PL30 5NW      Tel.01208831186    E.mail;  miniashe7@gmail.com 

 
Planning application (PA22/07974)  was discussed: the erection of a rural workers dwelling, re-
tention of a barn for storage, the erection of a polytunnel and the installation of a roof mounted 
solar PV array.  During the public forum a member of the public, who has recently had a similar 
proposal passed after many years, made an impassioned speech that this proposal should not be 
supported as theirs had not in the past.  This was discussed, and their view was heard, after 
which Councillors who were present debated it.  One member had declared an interest and had 
left the room. Two were in favour and two were against the proposal and as such it was decided 
that the Parish Council would not make formal comment on this occasion.  Whilst neither side 
was particularly happy with the outcome, personally I felt it was good that a healthy debate was 
had and that members of the public had come to air their views in an open and transparent fo-
rum. 
 
Councillor Lake gave an update on the Climate Action Group’s activities, primarily her attendance 
of a meeting held in Wadebridge with regards phosphates.  She reported that this well attended 
meeting highlighted the disagreements on where the phosphates are coming from, some say 
sewage whilst others say that agriculture is the biggest leacher, the debate will no doubt run 
on.  Councillor Wilson reported that he has seen high levels of Ash die-back in the Parish and 
that whilst this is an issue there is no specific Council policy on how it should be dealt with.  As 
such the responsibility will remain with either the landowner or Cornwall Council to fell affected 
trees. 
 
Councillor Symons reported on the recent defibrillator training which took place in the village 
hall.  25 people attended this training with all reporting how useful it had been, whilst stressing 
they wish never to have to use the skills they picked up!  It was decided that perhaps this type of 
training could become a bi-annual event in order to equip parishioners with the skills to save 
lives  
 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd November 2022.  As ever all are welcome to attend 
and get involved.  
Please contact the Clerk (clerk@withielparishcouncil.org.uk) with any issues you would like to 
discuss. 

 
Cllr Martin Davies, Vice Chair Withiel Parish Council 



 

. ST WENN GARDEN CLUB 
 
Thank you so much for coming on Monday 3rd October if you did. It was great 
to see so many of you after our long summer break. From your feedback, it 
seems we all enjoyed Gary Long’s presentation. He was  very entertaining and 
informative. We are hoping to organise a Club Trip to Trewithen Garden next 
year and Gary is happy to give us a guided tour. 
  
Our next meeting is on Monday 7th November at 7.30p.m. in St Wenn WI Hall 
and our speaker will be Charlie Pridham. He will be talking about Easy Clema-
tis For Hard Places. There is no charge to attend so feel free to  bring along a 
friend. Our meetings are as much a social event as a gardening meeting so 
you don’t ned to be a keen gardener or even have a garden. 
  
Your donations for the raffle and cuttings table are greatly appreciated. 
  
See you in November, 
Sharron (Interim Chairman). 
  

WITHIEL WI  
BIRTHDAY MEAL 

 
This October Withiel WI celebrated it’s 73rd birthday and to celebrate members 
met at Bodmin Nursery for a meal instead of having a regular mee ng. There was a 
party atmosphere with plenty of cha er and laughter amongst members, everyone 
had a good meal of their choice and Rosalind made a toast to the WI. 
  
Our mee ngs aren’t always speakers, we quite o en go out for a meal or a cream 
tea, but whatever we do it always turns out to be an enjoyable event. If you are 
looking for good company, interes ng speakers or a day trip to an interes ng place 
then do consider coming along and seeing what the WI has to offer. 
 
Our next mee ng will be in the village hall on Friday 4th November at 7.15pm when 
our speaker will be Frank Reid who will talk about bonsai gardening. 
 
Erica 
 
 

Saturday 10 th December Christmas Bingo 7 for 7:30 pm 



Evie Matthews was presented with the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award at 
Buckingham Palace earlier this year. 

Will Matthews A levels at Bodmin  college 6th form. Will achieved one of the high-
est A* grades nationally in mathematics alongside  an A in in further mathematics, 
an A in chemistry and a B in biology comfortably securing his place in Rural and 
Land Management at Harper Adams University. 

Mum and dad, Charlotte and Richard ,must be very proud. 



WITHIEL CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
 

SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 
 

10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
 

Withiel Village Hall 
 

Craft/Food/Gift Stalls 
 

All Welcome 
 

Something for all the family 

Morgan Bolding (kneeling left) with the men’s eight gold medal winning team 
at the World Rowng Championships. Morgan is the grandson of  Janet  (our 
treasurer) and Brian Gregory.  



DEFIBRILATOR 

On Friday evening 23rd Sep-
tember, 25 people attended a 
very interesting evening at 
Withiel Village Hall, where a 
demonstration on using the 
Defibrillator, and CPR train-
ing was given by Maria Chid-
ley, from Cornwall Ambu-
lance Service. 

Everyone attending, learnt a 
lot about what action might 

be needed in an emergency, and following the training, hoped that 
should a situation arise, we would now have the confidence to help 
someone in need. Maria was brilliant to listen to, and we learnt a lot 
from her many years experience. 

Janet Shearer was the first to get 'Hands on' trying out the CPR, on the 
demonstration model !We all soon discovered it was a lot harder than it 
looked, and it would be very tiring after any length of time - but if it 
saved someones life, it was obviously very much worth the effort. 

It is hoped that another training session can be organised for 6 months 
time, when further First Aid training can be given, and the event to be 
attended by many more people from surrounding villages, wanting to 
learn a little more, and be prepared for an emergency situation. 

In these times when the NHS is under such immense pressure, and 
waiting times for ambulances and Emergency Services - seem to be at 
an all time high, we can all do our bit, by learning a little, and being pre-
pared to help if we possibly can, in an emergency situation. 

Approximately £150 was raised, by those attending and other dona-
tions, which were then all passed on to Norman Trebillcock, who con-
tinues to raise money for FLEET, and all the amazing work they do.                                     

Breaking News! 

 

The M 5 is blocked after a lorry shed its load of brightly coloured  writing 
paper and envelopes….. 
Police say the traffic is pretty stationary. 


