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Retire Common 



                                                                 Flowers                                          
                                             
                             January   J. Cherry   February S. Thomas 
                                   April A. Davey   May C. Malone 

Sunday 
29th January 
2023 

11.15 am Fifth Sunday Joint Benefice Service at St Wenn 
taken by The Revd Canon Jane Kneebone 

Sunday 
5th February 
2023 

11.15 am Morning Prayer on Sunday 
CW Page 30 taken by Julie Barnecutt 

Sunday 
12th February 
2023 

11.15 am Morning Prayer on Sunday 
CW Page 30 taken by Alan Coode 

Sunday 
19th February 
2023 

11.15 am BCP Communion 
CW Page 229 taken by Revd Hilary Spong 

Sunday 
26th February 
2023 

11.15 am Morning Prayer on Sunday 
CW Page 30 taken by Don McQuillen-Wright 

Sunday 
5th March 2023 

11.15 am Morning Prayer on Sunday 
CW Page 30 taken by Julie Barnecutt 

Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday  
21st February 2023 

6pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Party in the 
Church Room.  Bring your own batter! 

The Parish Church of St Clement, Withiel 

The United Benefice of St Wenn and Withiel 
withielchurch@gmail.com 

 
Acting Priest in Charge:  
Rev’d Chris McQuillen-Wright  chrismcquillenwright@me.com 01637 479555 
Office: Rachel Craze admin@towanblystra.org 07903 326294 

PCC Lay Vice-Chairman:  
Mrs Anita Dunstan, Copperstones, Withiel. PL30 5NL 01208 831970 
Church Wardens 
Mrs E A Jarrett, The Mowhay, Withiel, PL30 5NN 01208 832872 
Mr S J Coy, Dipper Bridge, Ruthernbridge, PL30 5LU 01208 831906 
Secretary 
Mr S J Coy, Dipper Bridge, Ruthernbridge, PL30 5LU 01208 831906 
Treasurer 
Mr A J Liddicoat, Memory Lane, Withiel,         PL30 5NN 01208 831224 
 
 

 
February 2023 



From the Rectory 
 
Lent 
 
Writing as a lay person, I can only offer a practical, rather than a theolog-
ical, view of Lent.  I also have the advantage of drafting this as I pack to 
travel to sunnier climes on the other side of the world, magically to be 
transported from a seriously cold spell and an energy crisis which has, as 
a money saving exercise, resulted in our central heating set at a misera-
ble 15°. The last thing you want to read about is 40 days of denial and 
giving things up.  However there is a rhythm to all this.  We have moved 
on from the feasting of Christmas.  However, before we can enjoy the 
prospect of Spring Easter (Easter Day April 9th), there will inevitably be 
clouds and darkness which I have seen described as a period of peniten-
tial preparation for Easter, or Lent.   
 
So what exactly is Lent?  Well it is a solemn period in the Christian liturgi-
cal calendar during the six weeks that precede Holy week, Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday. Starting with Ash Wednesday, it coincides with the 
time that is described as the "Temptation of Christ", but it is also more 
widely known as Jesus' 40 Days in the Desert.  There is not a lot about 
this in the Gospels, but it is not difficult to understand why Jesus felt the 
need to go into a retreat, to be alone, and to contemplate the conclusion 
of his ministry on Earth through prayer, meditation and self denial.  We, 
as Christians, have the opportunity also to take some time out to examine 
our faith, and, somewhat symbolically, give "Something up for Lent".  Be-
fore Covid, we had the opportunity to follow, with Martyn Pinnock, a Lent 
Series based on the film Chocolate".  During five group sessions for each 
week of Lent, ‘Christ and the Chocolaterie’ took events from the film and 
related them to key Bible message of Lent. Recognising Lent as a chance 
to embrace change and renewal, Martyn's meditations led into private 
thought and group discussion around the daily challenge of growing, giv-
ing and getting real with life. 
 
The approach of Lent will be marked, as always, by an informal "bring 
your own batter" party in the Church Room at 6 pm on Shrove Tuesday 
21st February.  The next day is Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent.  During 
Lent we have Mothering Sunday on 19th March. The climax of Lent is Holy 
week in which we have Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday, 
each marked by important Services at St Clement's.   
 
Simon 



 
SIMON  SKELDING 
 
Simon died on Boxing day at his home 
with his wife Judy his children Ollie 
and Missy beside him. 
 

Judy and Simon were married at St. 
Clements church on Friday 8th July 
2016, the large congregation testifying 
to the popularity of the couple. After 
the photographs, including a huge 
group one, a  reception was held in a 
marquee in the playing field.   
                                                                         

They lived at Whitehay for many years and were both very active in locally .  They 
were hosts of the annual duck race and cricket match,  were in attendance at most local 
events and   Simons donations of wine to raffles were legendary.  Simon had a great 
love of sport whether on TV or taking part himself.  He had a tennis court installed at 
Whitehay and enjoyed many games with his friends.  His enthusiasm for motor sport 
included his collection of vintage cars, his pride and joy being the red Lagonda in 
which they left their wedding reception. 
 
He left Withiel, with Judy, moving to Compton Dundon to be closer to his  children 
and grandchildren.  He is sadly missed by all who knew him. 

Simon and Judy in happier times. 



Kevin Thomas worked for a number of years at BBC Radio Cornwall     
as  a weather presenter and after retiring now does work for the British 
Meteorological Society, he has an extensive collection of photographs 
and will be giving a talk and presentation in Withiel Church. 
Everyone will be welcome to come along for our first social event of 
2023. 
  



I know it’s a long shot but does anyone know what a trebuchet is? 



 
   

 
 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 New purpose built Feline Advisory Bureau  designed   
Cattery, set in a  rural location.                                                                             

This small boutique Cattery has an emphasis on cat care. 
Call Kathryn 

   On: 01726 891542 or 07751 209301                                                                                             
      at                                                                                                                         

      Homer Park, Withiel 

                 www. henryscattery.co.uk 

Proposed Karate Group for Withiel Village Hall on Tuesday evenings. 

 

Ashiita-Kai Karate Kids are looking at the possibility of setting up a regular weekly 
session at the Withiel Village Hall. 
The proposal is that this group would meet on a Tuesday evening. 6 - 6:30pm for 
the 4 – 6 year-olds and 6:30 to 8pm for 7 year-olds and above. 
The regular cost of the sessions will be £6 for the 4 – 6-year-olds and £12 for the 7 
years and above. Steve Drage, who runs the sessions is offering an initial 4 sessions 
for the price of 1, with monthly direct debit payments thereafter. 
Steve is planning to bring some of his existing group, which currently meets at 
Lanivet, across to the Withiel Village Hall, but this is subject to having sufficient 
numbers. 
We are looking for at least 5 additional local attendees to make the sessions viable. 
If you or a member of your family would be interested in attending, please let me 
know and I will feedback the information to Steve. 
Further information can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ashiitakaikaratekids/ 
Website: http://www.ashiita-kai.co.uk/ 
Stephen Horrocks 
Secretary -Withiel Playing Fields Association 
Tel: 01208 832613 
Email: stephenhorrocks574@gmail.com 

I used my Tesco Club card to remove the ice on my windscreen this 
mornng.....managed to get 10% off. 



Withiel Parish Council News and Views Report 4th January 2023 
 
Five of your seven Councillors were present: Janet Shearer (Chair), Martin Davies 
(Vice-Chair), Wendy Symons, Simon Coy, Rob Wilson and Ed Piper with apologies 
received from Amelia Lake. Mrs Jenny Cruse, our Cornwall Councillor, and three pa-
rishioners were also present and gave valuable input to the meeting.  We would be 
delighted if more parishioners were to attend to offer their views and express their 
support or concerns around matters of parish life.  
 
During the public forum Mark Rubens from The Old Farmhouse, Higher Tregawne 
talked about his planning application that was on the agenda.  This application is for 
‘alterations to an existing annexe/garage’. Questions and concerns were raised by both 
Councillors and members of the public with regards the nature of this application as 
well as its effect on another application, for a track passing through the yard to be 
made into a formal bridlepath. 

Cornwall Councillor Mrs Jenny Cruse gave her monthly report, this including infor-
mation about £180K that has been awarded to Bodmin Library for improvements.  It 
is felt that this will give Bodmin a much needed and valuable asset which we can all 
make use of.  She went on to talk about money that is available to supply and stock 
more salt bins.  However, the consensus was that these bins are generally not deemed 
suitable for rural areas due to their location and the limited volume of salt that they 
can hold.  Councillors did make comments regarding the dangerous hills around the 
Parish explaining how some areas became near impassable in the recent cold 
snap.  Suggestions were made that the Withiel Emergency Plan, should include 
measures for this situation in the future.   

Cornwall Councillor Mrs Jenny Cruse went on to talk about the importance of defib-
rillators and 1st responders in rural areas highlighting the recent incident on Bodmin 
Moor, involving Norman Trebilcock and a young man whose live was saved thanks to 
a defibrillator and Norman’s very swift, and knowledgeable actions.  Finally, she went 
on to update us on ‘It’s a Big Deal for Cornwall – Have your Say’ an on-going public 
consultation regarding a Mayor for Cornwall. It was agreed that this could be seen as 
an important matter which parishioners should be made aware of.  The Parish Council 
agreed to highlight the issue and ensure that posters are on display on the Parish notice 
board and website as well as in Withiel Hall, and on the Withiel & St Wenn facebook 
page. 

There were a couple of matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting, 
namely the precept has now been approved and the old Withiel website, which is now 
obsolete, needing to be closed down, to avoid confusion for all those seeking advice 
and information.  The new website can be found at https://withielparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

The ongoing matter of the HGV signs was discussed, but the Parish Council are still 
waiting for Cormac to come back with options on how they suggest this could be re-
solved.  These were promised before December 2022. Pressure will be made to move 
this along as it is still of concern.                                                 (continued over) 



to: 
 
Ted Pentland    
News and Views    
The Mill House  Coddles  
Withiel  Bodmin      

PL30 5NW      Tel.01208831186    E.mail;  miniashe7@gmail.com 

 

There were 3 areas of concern with footpaths in the parish highlighted at the last meet-
ing, these have been acknowledged by Cornwall Council who will be looking to have 
them repaired soon.                                                                                 

Next on the agenda was planning, this month there were three applications and one out-
come to report.  The first application on the agenda was from Mark Rubens, The Old 
Farmhouse, Higher Tregawne.  Following on from the comments made at the begin-
ning of the meeting, questions and queries were asked by Councillors, but ultimately 
the application was supported by a majority vote. The next application was for the A30 
Link Road application, which just touches our parish.  Concerns were made regarding 
extra water from this site but as work is well underway it seems rather pointless for us 
to comment on the application.  The final application was from Fahays Concrete, 
whilst this application was supported by the Parish Council as it is understood to be 
bringing extra industry and employment to the area, comments were to be added re-
garding the ongoing issues with HGV vehicles using the unsuitable roads around With-
iel. 

The planning application made by Heather Clayton of Inches Cross has been approved 
by Cornwall Council.  However, it the Parish Council wanted it noted that the buildings 
and entrance have not been constructed as per the application. 

The Parish Council were also made aware of an application which will be coming for-
ward from the Ramblers Association.  They wish to reinstate an old overgrown part of 
the Saint’s Way at Retire.   

And finally, we would like everyone to get involved with the Withiel Emergency 
Plan.  This has been an ongoing agenda item but the recent cold weather highlighted a 
number of problems that living remotely can cause.  As such it was agreed that this 
plan needs to be simple yet relevant should problems arise.  We would encourage eve-
rybody who feels they can help to get involved, so if you feel you can offer anything to 
help then please get in touch with Mrs Julie Burdon - 
clerk@withielparishcouncil.org.uk  



The Withiel SMBC four who won the Roy Denslow Cup played at Luxulyan. 
Tony Jago, Meg Horrell, Ken Horrell and Tony Liddicoat 

Notes on Withiel Village Hall Social Group mee ng 13.01.2023 
Proposed events calendar  

 
Thursday 9th Feb Kevin Thomas Weather presenter 7:15pm St Clements Church Withiel 

 
Free Event - Saturday February 25th 10am to 12pm A local li er pick in your area. 12 -

2pm Soup and a Roll at the Village Hall. 2pm Charades. 3pm Finish  
 
Saturday 18th March Bingo evening. 7pm for 7:30pm start. Teas and Coffee biscuits 
 
Sunday 2nd 10am – 2pm April Cra  Fayre Teas Coffee cakes etc. 
 
Saturday 13th May Quiz Night 7pm for 7:30pm start with Bar 
 
Saturday June 3rd Local Circular Walk. Tea and cake to follow. 
 
Saturday 1st July Treasure Hunt and BBQ with indoor stand by event for poor weather. 
 
Saturday 23rd September Casino Night with Bar 7pm for 7:30pm start 
 
Saturday 14th October Bingo. 7pm for 7:30pm start. Tea, Coffee and biscuits 
 
November Cra  Fayre.  Tea, Coffee, cake biscuits.  
 
December Cornish Evening. Dance singing etc. Pas es, saffron buns etc. 
 



 
SEPTIC TANKS 
 
Emptied at your Convenience 
 
Mike Barker 01726 821382 / 01726 822468 
 
               07754 961357 / 07740 398388 
 
Carnegga Farm. St. Dennis 
 
Registered with the Environmental Agency 

 



STRIDING OUT  

 

With dry and sunny days around Christmas and New Year being rather rare, when one 
is forecast I just have to get my boots and a sandwich and head out to the coast to 
have a lsee muddy walk than op ng to go inland. A favourite is to park at Crantock 
beach and pick up the coast path heading west through the dunes at Rushy Green, it 
is possible at low water to walk right along the beach and go up the path below the 
Bowgie Inn but do make sure you are aware of the de mes. 
 

 The path goes out to West Pen re and has fantas c views when looking back at the 
beach and across to East Pen re on the other side. Rounding the point the path will 
bring you down eventually to Porth Joke known to locals as Polly Joke.  Before coming 
down to the beach the fields on your le  have to be seen in summer when the wild 
flowers, in par cular the bright red poppies, are at their best. It is s ll a beau ful 
place to be even in winter when there are plenty of birds feeding on the old seeds and 
foraging in amongst the natural grasses. There is very o en a seal or two to be seen in 
the li le bay at Polly Joke. 
 

 When the path gets down to the beach it bears right and goes around the outside of 
the Kelseys and on to Holywell Bay but a le  turn will take you up a path to come out 
at the bo om of Cubert Common. Go more or less straight ahead and follow the track 
which eventually bears le  and takes you through Treago Farm which in the summer 
is a very busy li le holiday park with a welcoming cafe which serves one of the best 
carrot cakes around! It is a public right of way through here and will bring you up to 
the council road where I turn right and walk a short distance into the village of Cran-
tock. It is a very pre y village with some really old thatched co ages and also a very 
popular shop and Post Office with handy hooks on the wall to tether your dog. It is 
worth having a look around the village which, despite having a number of holiday 
homes, s ll has a lot of charm about it. 
 

 Coming away from the P.O walk down the hill and go straight ahead un l you see 
Vosporth Hill going up between the houses, just beyond the last of the houses on the 
le  you will see a footpath sign on the right just above an access lane, go up the steps 
and into the field where you will find the path goes diagonally across the fields.     
Now this is where a map of the local area comes into it’s own  as I can’t recall how 
many fields are crossed or exactly which side of the hedge you need to be but when I 
have done this walk the path is fairly obvious. At the bo om of a sloping field you will 
come to a long wooden bridge which brings you out at Li le Trevithick where you turn 
right onto a lane and follow a fairly straight line walking either on farm tracks or stay-
ing close to the field hedges, it is very hard not to be on the right track.  The lane goes 
behind Treringey Farmhouse and passes the top of the farmyard where there is usual-
ly a collie dog who comes to see who is walking on his patch.  
 
                                                                                                                     (con nued over) 



 
Keep walking straight on passing behind a field of solar panels and eventually coming 
Trevemper Farm where you need to take the hard stony lane to the le   which will bring 
you back down to the bo om where the river runs into the estuary on the Gannel, turn 
right and follow the path to a small bridge where you have the op on to walk along the 
muddy edge of the estuary or walk along the pavement next to the busy main road, I go 
for muddy boots every me! 
 

 It is a fair way down the eastern side of the river passing several abandoned boats 
some of which look as though they have rested on a mucky river’s edge for years with-
out moving, I find it quite sad as they would have once been somebodys pride and joy 
and been well maintained. The birdlife down the estuary is lovely to watch with gulls, 
egrets, oystercatchers and redshanks with the li le turnstones dashing to and fro at the 
water’s edge but the most magical bird is the curlew which seem to be plen ful on the 
Gannel, I love to hear their bubbling cry and the curl-lew which gives them their name. 
 Eventually you will spot the sign for the footbridge which will take you back over the 
river, it is a wooden bridge which gets covered by the de twice a day. It is very safe 
despite having no rails but when I went across with Eddie he got distracted by dogs run-
ning loose on the beach, took his eyes off the bridge and fell off the side and into the 
water - plop! No harm done but a good lesson learned. From the end of the bridge walk 
in a straight line and you will pick up the coast path again which will take you to the 
right and will eventually bring you back to the car park at Crantock beach. 
 The walk covers several miles and gives the walker not only beau ful views but a varie-
ty of landscapes and the opportunity to some interes ng birds along the way. 
 
Erica 

WITHIEL SMBC 
 
If you would like to try your hand come along, no age limit, no equipment necessary, to a 
free taster session on: 
Wednesday afternoons 2.00—5.00and Thursday evening 7.00– 10.00                                                                    
Withiel village hall                                                                                                          
Phone 01208 813611—831224—831186  
A warm  friendly welcome awaits plus a cup of tea /coffee and biscuits. 

 



ST WENN GARDEN CLUB 
 
What great attendance at January’s meeting. Thank you so much for 
coming if you did. From your feedback, I think Trevor Wiltshire’s talk on 
‘Bulbs, Corms and Tubers’ was both interesting and entertaining. I like 
the idea of ‘lasagne planting’ for bulbs (you plant them in layers) and his 
garden certainly shows off a great range of colours from different bulbs, 
corms and tubers. It would be wise to follow his advice not to buy dried 
tubers as you would get only a 50% success rate with them.  
 
And having a cat around to deter the mice that love some tubers, espe-
cially the beautiful pink one ‘rhodohypoxis’ that he had growing in the top 
of a Cornish stone wall, is another good idea. Trevor’s garden is open all 
year round to visitors (not just Garden Club members) but he said the 
best times to visit are from Valentine’s Day onwards for snowdrops, and 
then late May when the weather is warmer for the full impact of the rest 
of his planting. Tea, coffee and cake are available too. He advises you 
ring ahead to check they will be there (but they almost always are!). His 
number is 07796 184506 and the address is Pencarn, Gonvena Hill, 
Wadebridge, PL27 6DL. There is parking for about 9 cars on his drive or 
you could park in Wadebridge and walk up as it isn’t very far. 
  
Our next meeting is on Monday 6th February and our speaker will be 
Elizabeth Reeves. She will be talking about “Herbs - Their uses in our 
lives. Some of the myths, legends and traditions associated with popular 
herbs.” 
  
We meet in the WI Hall in St Wenn from 7.30-9.00p.m. There is free 
parking opposite the hall. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided and en-
try is free. Donations for the raffle and the cutting table are always ap-
preciated. 
  
All are welcome, 
From Sharron Lobb, Chairman. 



WITHIEL WI 
 

For our first mee ng of 2023 we held a games evening and invited Roche 
Rockers WI and St Wenn to join us, there were 19 of us and we played Bingo 
which our treasurer, Jo, had organised. It was enjoyed by everyone and was 
very funny when we realised that there were only 75 balls instead of 90 so 
several players won chocolate in the first game! 
 
Members of Withiel WI each brought a plate of food for a light buffet which 
turned out to be more of a feast than anything else, well done everyone. We 
all sat around and cha ed with other ladies while having tea and food and it 
turned into a very sociable evening. 
 
We were told of Newquay WI having been burgled and losing various trophies 
as well as irreplaceable items and embroidery that members who have now 
died had made and it was agreed that a le er of support and sympathy should 
be sent. 
 
The compe on was a decorated ball, any shape, any size: 
 1st Angie Richardson  2nd Barbara Varcoe  3rd Wendy Symons 
Flower of the month: 
1st Angie Richardson  2nd Brenda Harris  3rd Rosanna Marks 
 
Our next mee ng will be on Thursday 9th February at 7.15pm and will be held 
in  
St Clements church, Withiel when our speaker will ex Radio Cornwall weather-
man Kevin Thomas who will speak about the weather and it’s affect on the 
country and the world along with a slide show. It looks like it will be an inter-
es ng evening and is open to everyone please look out for posters and also 
Facebook for more informa on. 
 
Erica 
 


